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INSTRUCTION 
Chriſtian Religion, Ge. 


ET 


Of Religion in general, and of the Grounds and 
Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion in particular. 


Queſt. 1. HAT do you underſtand by Religion? 
Anſw. By Religion, I undertand 
| tzde Performance of all choſe Duties 
we owe to God, to other Men, and to our ſelves, ari- 
ſing from a Principle of Love to God, and ro Man- 
kind zor thus: Pure Religion, and undefiled before God, 
even the Father, is this; to viſit the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows in their Affliction, and to keep our ſelves un- 
ſported from the World; to love the Lord our God 
with all our Hearts, and our Neighbours as our ſelves; 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, ard godly, in this pre- 
ſent World, James 1. 27. Mat. 22. 34 --- 40. Tit. 2. 12, 
Queſt. 2. Nat is the firſt Principle of all Religion ? 
Anſw. The firſt and leading Principle of all Religion 
ie, To believe that there is a God, the Maker of all things, 
and the ſupreme Governor of the World, Heb. 11 6. 
Queſt. 3 How does it appear that there is a G = 
Arnſw. By the things that are made, it evidently ap- 
4 ates A 2 | pears 


: . 4 
pears that there is an eternal Power and Godhead, a 


firſt Cauſe, Who is moſt powerful, wiſe and good 


} Rom. 1. 20. 


Queſt. 4. How do you prove that this eternal Being, 
this firſt Cauſe, is moſt powerful, wiſe, and good ? 

Anſw; That the eternal Being, and firſt Cauſe of all 
Things, is poſſeſſed of infinite Power, Wiſdom and 


. Goodnels, appears from the Effects he has produced; 


for, ſince we ourſelves, and all other Beings, have derived 
cur Exiſtence, and all the powers we have, from him, it 
is plain, he muſt be poſſeſſed of Almighty power; ſince 
we are endu'd with Reaſon and Unde-fanding, with 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, he who made us, muſt, 
of Neceſſity, be an intelligent Being; and fince he has im- 
planted in us ſuch Degrees of Perfection, ſuch good and 
virtuous Affections, and ſuch Capacities of Happineſs, as 
we find our ſelves poſſeſſed of, we muſt conclude, that 
he is a Being of moſt pefect Goodnels, P/al. 94. 10, 11. 


Queſt. 5. Can you give any further Illuſtration of this 


Argument ? 

Anſw. When we look up unto the Heavens, and con- 
ſider the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars; when we look 
downwards to the Earth, and conſider all the Conveni- 
encies it affords us; when we reflet on the Stru cure and 
Frame of our own Bodies, and when we conſider the 
Variety, the Order and Harmony that is to be obſer- 
ved in all theſe, we cannot but diſcern many plain In- 
ſtances ot Deſign and Contrivance, of Almighty Power 
and overflowing Goodneſs, Pſal. 8. and 19. 1-6. and 
33. 5. and 104. 24. and 139. 14, 15, 16. As 14. 
I7. and 17. 25, 28. 

Queſt. 6. Hath God made any Revelation of his Will to 
Mankind? | 

Anſw. Beſides the Light of Nature, which he bath 
afforded unto all Men, he hath at ſundry Times, and 
in divers Manners, ſpoken, in Times paſt, unto the 
Fathers by the Prophets, and, in theſe laſt Days, he 
hath ſpoken unto us by his Son, Rom. 2. 14. Heb. 1. 


. I, 2. 
Queſt. 7. What do you under ſtand by the Light of Nature? 
. + Anſu. 
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- Anſw. By the Light of Nu. I underſtand'that Senſe 
of moral Good and Evil, which God hath implanted 
in our minds; and that Reaſon and Underſtanding he 
hath given us, by which he hath made himſelt known to 
us, and ſhewed us what is good, and what he hath re- 
quired of us. 

Queſt. .8. Nhat need was there of any other Revelation 
beſides the Light of Nature? 

- Anſw. The Neceſſity of another Revelation, beſides 
the Light of Nature, ariſes from this: That Mankind, 
in every Age, had greatly corrupted their Ways; they 
ſoon ſunk into Idolatry and groſs Ignorance concerning 
God and Religion, and, in Proceſs ot Time, had abuſed 


the natural Light that God had given them, ſo tar as al- 
+ moſt ro extinguiſh it, which render'd a Divine Revelation 


highly neectul and expedient ; and therefore God, in his 
great compaſſion to Mankind, was graciouſly pleaſed to 
ſend them Prophets from Time to Time, to inſtruct 
them in Religion, and reform their Lives; and at length, 
fent his own Son into the W orld, to publiſh by himſelf 


and his Apoſtles, the laſt and moſt perfect Revelation of 


his Will, that he intended to make; and which might 
be of ſtanding and general Ute to all Nations, and all 
Ages of the World, Gen. 6. 5. Acts 1. 22,--- 3I. 
Rom. 1. 21, 22. Eph. 4. 17, 18, 19. 

Queſt. 9. How doth it appear that the Prophets of old, 
and, in theſe laſt Days, F-ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were 
ſent by God, to reveal his Will to the World? 

Anſw. It appears that they were ſent of God by the 
Doctrines they taught, the Miracles they worked, and 
the Spirit of Prophecy that was in them. 

Queſt. 10. hat was the Nature of the Dofrines they 
taught ? 8 

Anſw. The Do crines they taught, were ſuch as were 
every way worthy of God, being fitted to promote the 
Cauſe of Virtue and true Religion, and thereby the Hap- 


pines of Mankind, and for this we need only to appeal 


to the Doctrines themſelves, as they are contained in 
the Books of the Old and New Teſtaments. Pal. 19. 7 
==- II. Lake 4. 22. John 7. 46. Phil. 3. 8. | 

| Quzſt. 
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| Queſt. ti. How does this prove that a Perſon, who teach. 
es ſuch Dottrines, is ſent of God? 


Anſw. This alone does not prove a Perſon to be ſent 


of God, but is only a neceſſary Qualification in one who 
pretends to be ſo; and without which, all the Miracles 
in the World are not a ſufficient Evidence to prove a 
divine Miſſion. | 

Queſt. 12. You ſaid that the ancient Prophets, and Feſus 


Chriſt, æuith his Apoſtles, proved that they were ſent of God, 


by the Miracles they wrought, tell me, What do you under- 
ſtand by a Miracle ? 

Anſw. By a Miracle, T underſtand an unuſual and ex- 
traordinary Work done, by a Man, or at his Defire, or 
in his Favour, which yet exceeds all the Art or Power 
of Men to do of themſelves. 

Queſt. 13. What were the Miracles which Moſes, and 
the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, did work, to prove 
their divine Miſſion? 


Anſw, 'T hey perform?'d a great Number of Miracles 


of various Kinds, ſuch as were the Signs and Won- 
ders that Moſes did in the Preſence of Pharaoh, and the 


Egyptians ; his opening a Paſſage through the Red-Sea, 


for the 1/raelites; Joſbua doing tre like in the River For- 
dan; the Walls ot Fericho falling down, without any 
Force laid againſt them, after they had been encompaſſed 
about ſeven Days; with ſeveral other Interpoſi ions of 
divine Providence in Favour of that People, that are re- 
corded in the Hiſtory ot the Old Teſtament. But the 
Miracles that were done by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
exceeded all that had ever been done befcre them; for 
our Lord cauſed the blind to receive their Sight, the 
Lame to walk, the Lepers to be cleanſed, the Deaf to 
hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, the Dead to be raiſed: At 
one Lime He fed tour thouſand Men, beſides Women 
and Children, with {even Loaves and a few litttle Fiſhes, 
and they did all eat, and were filled, and they took up 
of the broken Meat that was left, ſeven Baskets full; 
at another Time, he fed five thouſand Men, beſides 


Women and Children, with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 


and they alſo did all eat and were filled, and they took 


up 
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up of the Fragments that remained, twelve Baskets full; 
he commanded the Winds and the Seas, and they obey'd 
him; he walked upon the Water, and enabled Peter, 
one of his Diſciples, to do che like; and after he had 
been crucified by his Enemies, he roſe again from the 
Dead on tbe third Day, and at the end of forty Days, 
he aſcended up into Heaven, in a glorious triumphant 
Manner, in the Preſence of his Diſciples; and, ſoon atter 
that, he poured forth on his Diſciples, according to his 
Promiſe, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, fo that they ſpake 


diſtinctly in all Kinds of Languages, without any pre- 


vious Inſtruction, they performed all the ſame ſorts of 
Miracles that Chriſt had done, beſides divers other Gifts 
of the Spirir, with which they were endued; and many 
of thoſe Miracles were worked by the bare ſpeaking 
of a Word, and ſome of them at a Diſtance. Exod. in 
ſeveral Places. Pſal. 105. 26,--- 36. and 106. 9, 10, 
11. Foſh. 3. 14. 17. and 6. 20. Matt. 11. 5.and 14. 
15 — 21. and 15, 32.— 38. ard 8 23.---27. and 
14 22 --- 33. and 27. and 28. Chapters. Ads 2. 1— 
12. John 14 12. 1 Cor. 12. 4— 11. 

- Queſt; 14. But how do Miracles prove that the Per- 
fon who works them is ſent of God, ſince we find that the 
Mogicians of Egypt worked Miracles, at leaſt what ap- 
peared ſuch to the Specta tors, which is in effe(# the ſame 
Thing; and Simon Mag us did ſuch ſurprizing works, as 
made the People of Samaria believe that he was the great 


Power of God? Exod 7. 11, 12. Acts 8, 9, 10, II. 


_ Anſw. Miracles alone, and without any other Con- 
ſide ration, are not a ſufficient Evidence of a divine Miſ- 

ſion, but the Nature and Tendency of the Doctrines 

which the Man who performs the Miracles teaches, muſt 
alſo be taken into the Argument; and then, if, upon 

Enquiry, it appears he teaches ſuch Doctrines as are uſe- 
ful to promote the Happineſs of Mankind, and worthy 
of a wiſe and good God to declare and publith to the 
World, it is reaſonable to believe that his Miracles are 
done by the Aſſiſtance either of God himſelf, or ſome 
good Angel at his Command, which is the ſame Thing 
in effect; and conſequently, that he has a divine Com- 
a | | million, 


prove a divine Miſſion, and with which his Miracles are 


(8 7 ; 
miſſion; and ſpeaks and acts in the Name of God: But 
if his Doctrines appear to be unworthy of the Wiſdom 
and Goodnels ot God; if they be abſurd, inconſiſtent, 
or trifling ; eſpecially, it they be ofa pernicious Ten- 
dency to the Caule oi Virtue, we may conclude, that he 
is but a Deceiver and Impoſtor, and runs without be- 
ing ſent. But if he pretends to no Divine Miſſion himſelf, 


nor teaches any Doctrines at all, but only works Mi- 
racles, in Oppolition to thoſe who do, we are ſtill to have 


Recourſe to the Doctrines that are taught by him who 


pretends to be a divine Meſſenger, which, if they appear 


to be worthy of God, are a ſufficient Vindication of his 
Pretenſions, notwithſtanding the Miracles worked in 
Oppoſition to him; for in this Caſe, ſuch Miracles be- 
ing done to oppole a wiſe and good Deſign, it is rea- 
ſonable to believe they are performed by the Aſſiſtance 


of cvil Spirits; and, that the other being done with de- 


ſign to advance the Happineſs of Men, and the Glory 
ot God, are performed by a divine Aſſiſtance; though 


in ſuch Caſes, whenever they happen, the Almighty 


God, ſuch is his Goodneſs, hasalways taken care, that 


the true Prophet ſhould be able, by the ſuperior Mul- 


titude, or greatneſs of his Miracles, above thoſe of the 
other, to vindicate his divine Miſſion, as was actually 
done in the Caſes referi'd to in the Queſtion. And by 
theſe Marks may we always diſtinguiſh between the Mi- 
racles of God's Meilengers, and thoſe that are at any 
Time done by falſe Prophets. Deut. 13. I, 2, 3. John 
7. 16. and 14. 10. | 
Queſt. 15. You ſeem by this Method of arguing, to prove 
#he Truth of the Prophet's Doctrines by bis Miracles; and the 
Truth of his Miracles by his Doctrines; which every one muſt 
allow to bea falſe and deceitful way of Reaſoning; How do 
you anſwer this Exception againſt your Argument ? | 
Arnſw. | do not prove the Truth of a Propher's Doc- 
trines by his Miracles, and the Truth of his Miracles by 
his Doctrines; but I only conſider the Excellency of his 
Doctrines as a neceſſary Circumſtance or Condition, 
without which all the Miracles in the World could not 


" / 
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i Proof, not properly of the Truth of his Do@rines; - 

bur rather of his divine Miſſion, which being once pro- 

ved, the Truth of his Doctrines muſt follow in Courſe. 
Queſt. 16. Dæ ſaid, That the antient Prophets, and 

Feſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, did likewiſe prove their di- 

vine Miſſion by the Spirit of Prophecy; tell me, What do 


you underſtand by a Spirit of Prophecy? 


Anſw, By a Spiri of Prophecy | underſtand a Power 
of foretclling, certainly and intallibly, fuch future E- 
vents as Men of themſelves cannot foreſee. 

Queſt. 17. How does a Spirit of Prophecy prove a di- 
vine Miſſion ? | 

Anſw. A Spirit of Prophecy proves a divine Miſſion 
in the iame Manner as Miracles do; that is, not by it ſelf 
alone, nor even it Miracles were joined with it, but by 
taking into Conſideration the Doctrines that are taught 
by him who pretends to ſuch a Gift; and if it appear 


"that a Perſon pretending a divine Miſſion, teaches ſuch 


Doctrines as are worthy of God, and foretels [uch Things 
as no Man ot himſelt could foreſce, and the Event anſwers 


the Prediction, then it is reaſonable to believe, that his 
prophetick Gitt is from God, and conſequeatly, that 


he is ſent by him. 

Queſt. 18. Did Moſes and the Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles, foretel fuch future Events as Men of 
themſelves could not foreſee ? | 
 _Anſw. Yes, they torerold a great many future Events 
of Importance to the World, and ſuch as no Man could 
have toretold without & Spirit of Prophecy; the moſt 
of which accordingly came to pals, and ſome are yet 
to be fulfilled. Rev, 19. 10. 

Queſt, 19 Can you rehearſe ſome of thoſeThings they foretold? 

Anſw. Moſes and the ancient Prophets fore old many 
Things relating to the various Turns of Proſperity and 
Adverfiry, the Captivities, Diſperfions, and Reſtorations, 
that the Fewiſh Nation ſhould meet with: They fore- 


told the coming of the Aeſſiah, and all the Circumſtances 


of his Appearance in the World; they give us lively 

Deſcriptions of his Perſon and Offices, his ſufferings and 

the Glory that ſhould follow, and the Succeſs and Pro» 
B pagation 


1 
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pagation of his Goſpel. Feſas Chriſt foretold his own 
Death; the Manner and Circumſtances of it; his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead on the third Day; his AG 
cenſion into Heaven; the miraculous Gifts of rhe Spi- 
rit beſtowed on the Apoitles; the Deſtruction of Fe- 
ruſalem, with all che particular Circumſtances of it; the 
Diſperſion of the Fews thro? all Nations; the Succeſs and 
Propagation of bis Goſpel, and the Efficacy it ſhould 
have for the Converſion and Reformation of the World. 
The Apoſtles foretold, that Errors, Sects, and Schiſms, 
ſhould ariſe in the Chriſtian Church; and particularly 
that a grand Apoſtacy from the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Faith, Worſhip, and Obedience, ſhould happen in the 
latter Times; that a certain ſpiritual Tyranny ſhould 
be erected over the minds and Conſciences of Men, 
which ſhould prevail for a long Time, but at length be 
broken and deftroyed : This is the principal Subject of 
the Revelation of John, They foretel the Converſion 
of the Zews to the Faith of Chriſt, and with that the 
coming in of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles; when the 


Whole World ſhall be enlightned wich the Knowledge 


of the true God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Now all 
theſe are Things of a very contingent Nature, and ſuch 
as no Man could certainly foreſee of himſelf ; all ofthem 
that relate to the times already paſt, have been exactly 
fulfilled, as appears both from the ſacred and civil Hiſ- 
tory, and thoſe that are yet to be accomplithed, as we 


| have Reaſon to believe they ſhall be fulfilled in their 


Seaſon; ſo, when they are, they will be a farther Con- 
firmation of the Truth of the Goſpel. Gen. 49. 10. 
Deut. 18. -15 --- 19, and 28. throughout. P/al. 2. 16. 
22. 89. 110. Iſa. 7. 14. and 9. 6, 7. and 11. and 12. 
entire. and 40. 3, and 42. I. 4— 44. 28. and 45. in 
ſeveral Places; and 52, 53, 54. Chapters, and 61. 1, 2, 
3. Ferem, Daniel, and the Goſpels, Acts, Epiſtles, Re- 
velatious. | | 

Queſt. 20. That is the Sum of what has been ſaid con- 
cerning the Pref of divine Revelation ? 

Anſw. The Sum of what has been ſaid is this: Moſes 


and the Prophets appeared inthe World as the Meſſen- 
ME 
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gers of God, tothe Jeus ot old, to reveal his Will to 
them, and inſtruct them in the Knowledge of the true 
God and his Laws; Feſus Chriſt came into the World 
as the Son of God, to publiſh the laſt and moſt per- 
fect Diſpenſation of Religion that God intended to 
make; and the Apoſtles were ſent by him to be his Wit- 
neſſes to the Ends of the Earth, and to preach Repen- 
tance for the Remiſſion of Sins in his Name, among 
all Nations, and teaching them to obſerve all Things 
that he had commanded; all theſe did teach moſt ex- 
cellent Doctrines, ſuch as were worthy of God, and 
uſetul to promote the Happineſs of Mankind; and to 
confirm their divine Miſſion according to their ſeveral 
Characters, they did ſuch Works as far exceeded all 
human Art and Power, and foretold many future E- 
vents, which none could foreſee but God, ard which 
accordingly came to paſs; and therefore there is all the 
Reaion in the World to receive them as true Prophets, 
and their Doctrines as divine Revelations. 

Queſt. 21. But how does it appear to us that the an- 
cient Prophets, and Feſus Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, did re- 
ally teach ſuch Dodrines as are aſcribed to them, and per- 
form the miraculous Works, and foretel the future Events 
that are reported of them ? 

Anſw, Theſe things are all recorded in Writing in 
the Books ot the Old and New Teſtament. 

Queſt. 22. But how does it appear to us that theſe 
Books contain a true and authentick Hiſtory ? 

Anſw. Becauſe they were written by Men who had 
all the Qualifications ot true and credible Hiſtorians 
in the moſt eminent Degree. ED 

Queſt. 23. What are thoſe Qualifications that render 
an Hiſtorian worthy of Credit ? . 

Anſw. The Principal Qualifications of a true Hiſto- 
rian, are, Ability to know ard judge of the Truth of 
what he reports, and Integrity to write nothing as true, 
but what he ſincerely believes to be ſo; wherever thoſe 
Qualifications are found, they render an Hiſtorian bighly 

worthy of Credit. | | g 
Queſt? 


| (19. 8 

Queſt. 24. How does it 5 that the ſacred Hiſto- 
rians had ſufficient Ability to know and judge of the truth 
of what they have reported? 

Anſw. Becauſe they teſtify what they themſelves were 
Eye and Ear Witneſſes of; what their Eyes ſaw, their 
Ears heard, and their Hands handled ; what required no 
great penetration to judge of, and therefore they were in 
no Danger of beingdeceived, or impoſed on themſelves. 
John 20. 1. John 1. 2. 2 Pet. 1. 16. 

Queſt. 25. How does their Integrity appear? 

Anſw. Their Integrity and Faithfulneſs, in relating 
nothing but what they ſincerely believed to be true, ap- 
peirs from hence, that there was no appearance of a 
talſe and deceitful Diſpoſition in them; nothing like 
Fraud, or Defign to impoſe upon the World is to be 
ſeen in their Hiſtory ; nor could they have propoſed 
any Advantage to themſelves by giving a falſe Teſtimony; 
they ſuitered many grievous Hardſhips, and expoſe4 


themſelves to many Dangers in publiſhing their Teſti- 


mony to the World; and they were ready to lay down 
their Lives in Confirmation ot it; and many of them 
were actually put to Death on that Score, and ſuffered 
with invincible Courage and Reſolution, and with the 


greateſt Meekneſs, Patience, and Forgiveneſs; and 


they knew before- hand that they were to meet with this 
Kind of Treatment from the World, for declaring their 
Teſtimony, and publiſhing the Will of God, and yet 


engaged in it, a plain Evidence that they did not fol- 


low cunningly deviſed Fables; that they were no Cheats 
and Impoſtors, but the true Prophets, andServants, and 
Apoſtles of the living God, who declared unto Men 


the Way of Salvation. 


' Queſt. 26. Can you produce any further Evidence of 
the Truth of the Facts recorded in the ſacred Hiſtory ? 

Anſw. There is this farther to be ſaid of the Truth 
of the Facts, that there is nothing incredible in them; no- 


thing but what is very probable, and likely enough to 


be true; andthe Circumſtances of them are ſuch, as 


make it morally impoſſible that they could have been 


impo- 


- 
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impoſed on the World as real Facts, if they had not, in- 
deed, been ſo. 

Queſt. 27. What are thoſe Circumſtances ? 

Anſw, The Miracles and other Facts related in this 
Hiftory, are reported to have been ſo many, and va- 
rious, done in ſuch a publick Manner, before ſo ma- 
ny Spectators, and upon ſo many different occafions, 
that if they had not really been done, the Hiſtory of 
them could never have been received in the World. 
Deut. 7. 18, 19. and 11. 2-7. Act, 2. 22. and 
26. 26. 


Queſt. 23. Can you explain what you ſay by an In- 


ſta ue ? 
Anſw. Moſes (tor Inſtance) could never have made 


the Children of Trae! belicve that he led them through 
the Red-Sea, as on dry Land; that God ſpałe to them 
from Mount Sai, and gave them a Law in a moit 
aſtoniſni g Manner; and that he led them in the Wil 
derneſs for the Space of Forty Years, ſupporting thein 


by daily Miracles, if theſe thing; had not been really done; 
nor could Foſpxa have made chem belizye that they were 


brought through the River Jordan as on dry Land; 
and that the alls of Jericho fell down, without any Force 
laid againſt them, after they had been encompaſſed about 
ſeven D:ys, if no ſuch Things had been done; for ir 
is impoſſible to make Men believe that they tee, or 
hear, what they know very well they neither ſee not 
hear, and what, in reality, was never either ſpoken or 
done. Joſh. 24. 1-13. | 

Queſt. 29. How do you apply this way of Reaſoning to 
Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles? 

Anſw. This Way ot Reaſoning may be applied to 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, thus: It is impoſſible that Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, could have made Men believe that 
they cured them of their ſeveral Diſtempers, and bodily 
Infirmities, by the ſpesking of a Word, and ſometimes, 


ata Diſtance, it no ſuch Things had really been done, | 


but they had ſtill been under the Power of their Diſtem- 
pers; it is impoſſible that they could have perſwaded o- 
tners that chey Were raiſed from the Dead, and actually 


ieKoied © 
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reſtored to Life, if they had been ſtill in their Graves; 


nor was it poſſible to have perſwaded the Multitudes, 


who were Spectators of all theſe | biugs, that they ſa 
them, and many other wondertul Works done by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, if yet no ſuch Things had been done at 
all; for Mankind was never, in any Age, ſo fooliſhly 
credulous, as to believe ſuch ſtrange and ſurprizing Things 


without the leaſt Foundation, Mat. 1. 4, 5, 2 Cor. 12. 12. 


Queſt. 30. What you have ſaid proves the Truth of the 
Fats recorded in the Scripture Hiſtory, ſo far as relates to 
Miracles; but Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the great Subject of the New-Teſtament Hiſ- 
tor y, delivered ſeveral long Diſcourſes and Parables in the 
hearing of his Diſciples, which they likewiſe relate in this 
Hiſtory ;, and in theſe Diſcourſes and Parables there are 
ſeveral Things, which, they themſelves confe(s, they did not 
truely underſtand at the Time they heard them; and be: 


ſeaes, they were unlearned Men, and were ſometimes charged 


by Chriſt himſelf with being dull, and flow of underſtau- 
ding; and they have alſo written ſeveral Epiſtles, in which 
they attempt to explain, confirm, and vindicate the Chriſ- 
tian Dottrines: Now, how do we know, and what Reaſon 
ka ve we to believe, that thoſe Men have given us a true 
and faithful Narrative of theſe Diſcourſes and Parables, 
and a juſt Account of the Chriſtian Doctrines and Laws 
in their Hiſtories and Epiſetes ? 

Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt promiſed to them before he left 
them, that, after his Aſcenſion, the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of God, thould deſcend upon them, co lead them 
into all Truth, and to bring all Things to their Re- 
membrance that they had heard from him, to fur- 
niſn them with all other Gifts, neceſſary to qualify them 
to be his Witneſſes to the Ends of the Earth, and the 
Publiſhers of his Religion to the World. Now this accord- 
ingly came to pals at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt that firſt 
happened after his Reſurrection; when they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake with other 
Tongues, than what they had been acquainted with be- 
tore, as the Spirit gave them Utterance; and had alſo 


many other extraordmary and miraculous Gifts heſtow- 


ed 


rr 
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ed on them, with a Power of communicating ſome of 
theſe Gifts to other Members of the Churches, on 
whom they ſhould lay their Hands for that End, which 


they - accordingly did, whereloever they planted a 


Church. Now, by theſe extraordinary and miraculous 


Gifts of the Spirit, were they fitted truly and faithfully 
to-report what they had heard and learned from Chrift, 
and to give the World, both in their preaching and 
Writing, a juſt and full Account of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. John 14. 12, 25. 26. and 15. 27, 27. and 16. 
7 -=-13. Ads, 2. 1---12.and5. 32. 1 Cor. 12. 4--11. 
Queft. 31. What you have hitherto ſaid proves abun- 
dantly that the Hiſtory of thoſe Facts could not have been 
forged at the Time they are ſaid to ha ve been done in: But 
bow do ue know but all theſe Things might have been in- 
vented by cunning and ae ſigning Men, and put together in- 
10 an Hiſtory, ſuch as we now have it, ſome Diſtance of 
Time after the Facis are ſuppoſed to have been dune? 
Anſw. This could not have been done, becauſe he 
Circumftances of Time and Place are ſet down in the 
Hiſtory, and the Su-cels with which the Goſpel was at- 
tended, immediately after its general Publication, where- 
by it is manifeſt that the principal Facts, recorded in 
this Hiſtory, muſt have happened in the Land ot FJudea, 
the City of Feruſalem, at the Feaſts of the Paſſover and 
Pentecoft, when Tiberius Ceſar was Emperor of Rome, 
and when Pontius Pilate was Governor of Fudea; betore 
which Time there were no Chriſtians in the World, but 
have been ever ſince; which Things are alſo atteſted, by 
the concurrent Teſtimony of other Hiftorians, who 
write of thofe Times, particularly Saetonius *, Tacitus 7. 
and Joſepbus S. who take notice in their ſeveral Hiſtories, 
ota cer ain Perſon cal?*dChriſt, who had been put toDeath 
in Zudea, inthe Reign of Tberius Cæſar; and ot a Sect 
of People cal'd Chriſtians from him, who had been 
ſpreading through ſeveral Parts of the Roman Empire 
trom that Time. | 
: | Thig 
* In his Life of Claudius, Chap; 25. f Book XV. Of 
his Annals, §. Aatiquities, Book XVIII. 


* 
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This 1s farther * a this . Conſideration} 
that the Books wherein this Hiſtory is contained, were 
written, moſt of them, by ſome of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, and the reſt by Men who were their conſtant 
Companions and Fellow-labourers, and whoalſo were 
endued wich the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit; they 
were ſeveral of them preſerved, for a conſiderable Lime, 
in the very firſt Draught of them, as they had been 
compiled by the Authors themſelves, and were appealed 
to as extant; by Tertullian, who wrote in the latter 
End ofithe Second Century; they were early tranſlated 
into various Languages, and Copies of chem, both in 
their. original Language and Tran'litions, were diſper- 
{ed every where, throughout all the Churches ; and e- 
ven the Enemies of Chriſtianity had them in their Hands: 
They were quoted in Sermons and other writings, par- 
ticularly in the Apologies that Chriſtians made for the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and even in the Books that were 
written againſt it by its Enemies: all theſe Things make 


it abundantly manifeſt that theſe Books were extant, | 


and publickly known very foon after ſomeot the Facts 
recorded in them had been done, and while they were 
ſtill freſh in the Memories of Men, and in the very 
Time when others of them were a doing, and there - 


fore could not be a Forgery ſome Diſtance of Time 


after the Facts are ſuppoſed to bave been done. 

To which may be added, that ſuch a Forgery could 
not, in this Caſe, have been impoſed on the World, 
becauſe publick Monuments were ſet up, and outward 
Actions were performed in Memory of {ome of the moſt 
remarkable of theſe Fals, which Monuments, Actions, 
and Obſetvanceg, were inſtituted, and did commence 


from the very Time when the Facts are ſaid to have been 


done, and have been obſerved in the Chriſtian World 
ever ſince. The Monuments and Actions I mean ereBap- 
tiſm, as Rite of being enter'd into the Chriſtian Church; 
the Lord's Supper, in Memory of his Death; the aſſemb- 
ling of Chriſtians for publick Worſhip on the firſt Day 
of the Week, in Memory of his Reſurrection; and the 
order of Paſtors and Teachers to preſide in thete Aſſem- 
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blies. Now let ave RR, whole Hiſtory of the 


Goſpel had been a meer Fiction, invented ſometime af- 
ter the Facts recorded in it are faid to have been done, 
then ſurely, at the Time when it was 6r{ invented, 
there muſt have been no Chriſtians in the World, no ſuch 
Monuments as the Lord's-Supper, and the Lord's-Day, 
no ſuch Inſtitu: ions as Baptiim, and the Order of Teach- 
ers; and yet the Hiſtory ſuppoſes theſe to have been in- 
ſtituted, and the Obſer vance of them to have commen- 
ced from the very Time when the Facts are ſaid to have 
happened. Now this muſt diſcover the Fraud, and give 
the Lye to the whole Story; the Truth whereof is lad u- 
pon ſuch publick outwardActions, having been obſerved 
from the i ime in which the Facts are ſaid to have been 
done, and therefore muſt render it morally impoſſible 


that ſuch an Invention ſhould have been received in the 


World; andtheſame Remark will ſerve for the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation, which had far more Obſervances ot this 
Kind than the Chriftian®. 

Queſt. 32. For what Endwere all theſe Things com- 
mitted to Writing? © | Ps 

Anſw. Theſe Things were written, that knowing the 
Certainty of them, we might believe that Zeſus is the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing we might have 
Life through his Name. And the Books wherein they are 
contain'd give us ſuch an Account of God's Revelati- 
ons to Mankind, as is abundantly full and plain, and 
every Way ſufficient to an{wer all the Purpoſes of a di- 
vineRevelation.Luke I. 4. John 20. 31. Fobn 15. 15. Acts 
20,27. 2 Cor. 3. 12. and 4. 2, 3, 4. 2 Tim. 3. 15. 16. 

Queſt. 33. What is the Dauger of rejecting or diſobey- 
ing the Goſpel-· Revelation? 

Anſw. He chat believeth not on the Son of God, 
ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on 
him; for how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect fo great a 
Salvation, which, art the firſt, began to be ſpoken by 
the Lord, and was — confirmed unto the = - 

y 


* Yee this Argument more fully treated in Leſly's ſhort 
Method with the Deiſts. | 
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by them that heard hin? God alſo bearing them Wit- 


- nels, with Signs and Wonders, and divers Miracles and 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own Will. 
John 3. 36. Heb. 2. 3. 


4. 

Queſt. 34. For what End were all theſe Revelations 
made to mankind ? 

Anſw. All theſe Revelations were made to the World. 


ſervice:iblein it, and be qualified for the Enjoyment of 


eternal Life and Happineſs in the World to come, 2 


Tim. 3. 15,16, 1 Thef. 4. 1. 


PART: un. 
Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


Queſt. 1. H AT re the principal Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? 

Anſw. The principal Articles ot the Chriſtian Faith 
are briefly ſuram'd up in what is commonly called the 
Apoſtles Creed, namely, I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty. Maker of Heaven and Earth: And in Feſus 
Chriſt bis only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under Pon- 
tius Pate, was crucified, dead and buried; He deſcended 
into Hell, (that is, he went into the inviſible World) 
the third Day he roſe again from the Dead, He aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſitteth at the right Hand of God, the 
Father Almighty; from thence be ſhall come to judge the 
Quick and the Dead. ] believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; I believe 
there is a holy Catholick Church, and a Communion of Saints; 
J believe the forgiveneſs of Sins; the Reſurrectiun of the 
Body. and the Life everlaſting, Amen. 

Quelt. 2. Into how many Parts may this Creed be divided? 

Anſw. It may be divided into {ix Parts; the firſt 
whereof treats concerning God, and his Works of Cre- 
ation and Providence. The ſecond, concerning Feſus 
Chriſt, and our Redemption by him. The third con- 
cerning the Holy Ghoſt. The fourth ——— 20 
| hurc 


— 


chiefly for this End, to teach Men how they might | 
obtain the Favour of God, and in what Manner they 
ſhould live in this World, fo as they might be uſeful and 


| 
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Church of Chriſt, and the — of Saints. The 
fifth concerning the Pardon of Sin. And the ſixth, con- 
cerning the Reſurrection and a future State. 

Queſt. 3. You ſay the firſt Part of this Creed treats of 
God, and his Works of Creation and Providence, tell me, 
What do the Scriptures teach concerning Ged ? 

Anſu. Concerning God, who is the firſt Cauſe of all 
Things, the Selt-exiſtent, Independent, and infinite!“ 
2 Being, and in many Reſpects incomprehenſibl © 

y us, the Scriptures do expreſly teach us, that he 1s 
Eternal and \Unchangeable, that he is a Spirit, that 75» 
A living and intelligent Being; that though he be in vi li- 
ble by mortal Eyes; yet he is every where preſent, and 
knows all things; that he is moſt powerful, wiſe an 
good; moſt juſt and holy, and faithful; merciful and 
gracious, long- ſuff ring, and flow to Wrath; and that 
there is but one God, and none other but He. Exod. 3+ 
T4. Rom. 11. 33.— 36. Pſal. go. 2. Fam. 1. 17 
John 4. 24. Ads 17. 29. 1 Tim. t. 17. and 6. 16 
P/al. 139. 1, --- 12. Fer. 23. 23, 24. 1 Sam. 2. 3 
1 John 3. 20. Mat. 19. 26. Pſal. 104. 24. and 145* 
8. 9, 17. Rev. 4. 8. and 15. 3, 4 Exod 34. 6, 7* 
and 20. 3. Deut. 6. 4. Mar. 12. 19. 1 Cor. 8. 6. 

Quelt. 4. Nhat do the Scriptures teach us concerning the 
Works of Creation and Providence ? 

Anſw. The >criptures teach us, That God is the Cre- 
ator, Preſerver, and Governor of all Things; that he 
made the World, theHeavens and the Earth, and all Things 
that are in them, viible, and inviſible; that he preſerves 
them all, and governs the whole Univerſe with the moſt 
perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Ger. I. I. and 2. 1. 
Neh. 9. 6. Pſal. 36. 6. and 104. 24. Dan. 4. 34, 35- 
Ads 4. 21. and 14. 17. and 17. 24. 25. 26, 27, 28. 

Queſt. 5. What do the Scriptures teach concerning the 
Creation of Mankind * 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that God created 
Min in his own Image; that he created them Male and 
Female, one ot each Sex; and, That he hath made of 
that one Blood, all Nations of Men to dwell upon all 
the Face of the Earth. Gen. 1. 27. Afis 17. 26 _ 

| | Queſt. 
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Queſt. 6. What do you underſtand by the Image of God) 
in which Man was created? 

Anſw, By the Image of God, in which Man was 
created, I underſtand every Thing wherein Man bears 
a Reſemblance to the Deity ; particularly,thatReaſon and 
Underſtanding, that Wiſdom and Knowledge, thoſe vir- 
tuous and good Diſpoſitions, thoſe kind and benevolent 
Aſtections, which God hath implanted in the human 
Nature, ( which is the Work of the Law, written in 
our Hearts, ) and the Immortality of the Soul; together 
with that Power and Dominion over the inferior Crea- 
tures, which he has communicated to Mankind. Eph, 
4. 24. Col. 3. 10. Eccleſ. 7. 29. Gen. 1. 26. 

Queſt. 7. Did Mankind ſtill continue in that State of 
Innocence and Integrity in which God firſt created them? 

Anſw. No. Though God made Man upright, yet 
they (ought out many Inventions, they greatly corrupted 
their ways, and all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the Glory of God. Eccleſ. 7. 29. Rom. 3. 24. : 

Queſt. 8. Ton 2 that the ſecond Part of the Creed 
treats of Fejus Chriſt, and our Redemption by him; tell 
me, What do the Scriptures teach concerning him? 

Anſfw. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Scriptures teach 


us, That he is the Son of the living God; the only 


begotten of the Father, the Brightneſs of his Glory, and 
the expreſs Image of his Perſon; who had Glory with 
him before the World was, and was in the Form 
of God: That he is the Word or Wiſdom of God, who 
was inthe Beginning with God, and was God, by whom 
all Things were made, and without whom nothing was 
made that was made. That for us Men, and for our 
Salvation, he came down from Heaven, was made Fleſh, 
and dwelt among us, laying aſide the Form of God, and 
taking upon him the Form of a Servant, and the Faſhion 
ofa Man. That he was Immanze!, God with us, God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, that it pleaſed the Father, that 
in him ſhould all fullneſs dwell, even all the Fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily; and that he is over all God, 
bleſſed for ever, Matth. 16. 16. John 1 18. Heb. 1.2. 


John 17. 5. Phil, 2, 6. Fohn 1. 1, 2, 3. and 3. 4 
an , 
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and 1. 14. Phil. 2. 4 8. Ie. 7. 14: Matth. 1. 23: 
1 Tim. 3. 16. Col. x. 19. and 2. 9. Rom. 9. 5. 
Queſt. 9. How did Feſus Chriſt bring about the Re- 
demption of Mankind ? | | 
Anſu. jelus Chriſt, the Son of God, having conde- 
ſcended to come into the World, in order to redeem 
mankind from Sin and Miſery, was miraculouſly born of 
a Virgin, by the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, became 
a Man, took part of Fleſh and Blood, and was ſubject 
to all the innocent Infirmities of the human Nature, ha- 
ving been in all Points tempted like as we are, yet without 
Sin; and did in our Nature become Mediator between 
God and Man, and as ſuch undertook the three-fold Ot- 
fice of Prophet, Prieſt, and King; in the Execution of 
which he fully accompliſhed our Redemption from Sin, 
and the fatal Conſequences of it. Heb, 10. 7. Phil. 2. 
6, 7. Matth. 1. 18, 20, 23. Luke 1. 35. Heb. 2. 14s 
17, 18. and 4. 15. 1 Dim. 2. 5. Acts 3. 22. Heb. 5. 
5, Io. and 6. 20, Luke 1. 32, 33. Acts 5. 31. Marth. 
28. 18. Joby 18, 36. Rev. 19. 16. 

Queſt. 10. How did Feſus Chriſt execute theſe three 
Offices, of Prophet, Prieſt, and King ? 

Anſw. Jeſus Chrift, as a Prophet, and Prieſt, gave 
us a full and compleat Revelation of the whole Will and. 
Counſel of God, relating to the Redemption and Salva 
tion of Mankind ; and a moſt perfect Example of Ho- 
lineſs and Virtue in his own Life; he laid down his Lite in 
Confirmation: of his Doctrine and Teſtimony, and as a 
Sacrifice for Sin; he became Obedient to th, even 
the Death of the Croſs. He role again from the Dead 
on the third Day, aſcended into the Heavens, there to- 
preſent himſelf an Offering unto God, of a ſweet ſmel-- 
ling Savour, and toappear in the Preſence of God tor, 
us, as our Advocate and Interceſſor, where he ever lives, 
making Interceſſion for us. And as a King, he is exa - 
ted at the Right Hand of the Majeſty in the Heaven 8. 


a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance, and Rem it-- 


fion of Sins: Hehas all Power in Heaven and in Ear th 
committed unto him, and is conſtituted the Head and 


King of the Church, and ordained of God to be Judge 
| 0 
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of the Quick and the Dead. Joh 17.6, 8, 14, 26. and 
15. 15. and 13. 15. Matth. 26. 28. Eph. 5. 2. Phil. 
2. 8, 9. 1 Cor. 15. 3, 4. Heb. 9. 24. and 7. 25. Acts 
5. 31. and 10. 42. Cl. 1. 18. 1 Pet. 3. 22. 

Queſt. 11. But how are we to underſtand that Expreſ= 
ſion in the Creed, He deicended into Hell? 

Anſw, The Hebrew and Greek Words which are com- 
monly tranſlated Hell, are not uſed to fignity the Place 
of the Damned, but either the Grave, or the inviſible 
S-ate of all departed Souls, during their Separation from 
the Body: The meaning of that Expreſſion in the Creed 
ſeems to bethis ; that as our Saviour's Body was laid in 
the Grave, ſo his Soul went into the inviſible World, in- 
to the Place, of ſeparate Souls ; into Paradiſe, that Place 
in the ſeparate State, where the Souls of the Righteous, 
being in the Hands of God, do reſt from their Labours, 
and enjoy the Beginning of their Reward. 

Queſt. 12 What was it that moved God to ſend his Son, 
and the Son of God ſo freely to come into the World, 10 
accompliſh our Redemption in this manner ? 

Arnſw. God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever ſhould believe on him. 
and obey his Laws, might not periſh, but h ve ever- 
laſting Life; in this was manifeſted the Love of God 
towards us, for that God ſent his only b egotten Son in- 
to the World, that we might live through him; Here- 
in is Love, not that we loved him, but that he loved us» 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins ;and 
Chriſt loved us ſo as to give himſelf for us a Sacrifice 
and Offering to God, and to waſh us from our Sins in 
his own Elood, and make us Kings and Prieſts to God and 
his Father, 70h. 3 16. 1 John 4. 9, 10. Eph. 5 2. Rev. 1. 5, 6. 

Queſt. 13. 1s not this Love of God, and of his Son Fe- 


ſus Chriſt towards ut, a moſt powerful Motive to engage us 


to the Practice of Religion aud Virtue? 

Anſw. It is no doubt, a moſt powerful Argument to 
engage us to love God, and his Son Fe/us Chriſt, and 
to walk in Love to one another, and to all Men, even 
as Chriſt hath loved us, and given himtelf for us; this 
Love of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain us, no more to live to 


our 


— 


1 
our ſelves, but to him who died for us, and roſe again: 
. Eph. 2.5, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 1 Fobn 4. 11. 
' - Queſt. 14. Tow ſaid, that the third Part of the Creed 
related to the Holy Ghoſt, tell me, what do the Scriptures 
zeach us concerning him ? 

Anſw. Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, the Scriptures 
teach us, that he is the Spirit of God, and the Power 
of the Higheſt, that he is the Spirit of the Father, and 
of the Son; who proceedeth from the Father, and 
is ſent by the Son; that he is preſent in the Churches, 
and dwelleth in all good Chriſtians, as in Temples, that 
he ſearchech all Things, even the deep Things of God, 
and knoweth them, even as the Spirit of a Man know- 
eth the Things of a Man, Matth. 3. 16. Luke 1. 35. 
John 14. 16, 17,26. and 15. 16, 26. and 16. 17. 1 Cor. 
3. 16 and 6. 19. Eph. 2. 21, 22. and 4. 4. Gal. 4. 6. 
1 Cor. 2. 10, 11, 12. 

He is alſo repreſented as receiving all things from the 
Father and the Son, and having all things in common 
with them, in John 16. 13, 14, 15. and he is joined with 
them in the Form of Baptiſm in Matt. 28. 19. and in the 
ſolemn Apoſtolical Benediction, The Grace of our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, &c. 2 Cor. 13. 13. 

Queſt. 15. What are the Offices of the Holy Spirit ? 

Anſw. The Offices of the Holy Spirit are repretented 
in Scripture to be ſuch as theſe : That he inſpir'd the 
ancient Prophets, who ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt; that by his miraculous Influence a 
Body was prepared for the Son in the Womb of the irgin 
Mary, thathe was the Guide of Chriſt during his State 
of Humiliation, ( for he was anoinred with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with Power, and God gave not the Spirit 
unto him by Me3zfure,) that he deſcended on the Apoſtles 
at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, in his miraculous Gifts, by 

nich they were qualified to be our Saviour's Witnel- 
ſes to the Ends of the Earth, and ro publiſh his Reli- 
gion to the World; both by preaching and Writing; 
that he is the Sanctifier of all good Chriftians, aſſiſts 
them in well-doing, fortifies them againſt Temptations, 


and guides them in the Paths of Piety and Virtue; fo 


waich 
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which Reaſon, partly the Title Holy, is peculiarly given 


to him, 1 Petr. 1. 11. 2 Per. 1.21. Late 1. 35. Matt. 


. I6, and 41. and 12. 28. Luke 4. 18. Acts 10. 38. 
ET 3. 34 AQs 2. 1, Gc and 1. 8. 1 Cor. 12. 
throughout, and 6. 1 1. John 3. 5. Rom. 8. 14. Eph. 3. 16. 

Queſt. 16. Have we any Promiſe in Scripture of Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, for the purpoſes of Repentancs 
and new Obedience? t 

Anſw. The Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, for the 
Purpoles of Faith, Repentance, and new Obedience, 
are promiſed to us in many Places of Scripture; but 

rticularly in theſe Words of our Saviour, recorded by 

t. Luke 11. 13. How much more ſhall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him. See 
to the fame Purpoſe, Ezek. 11. 19. and 36. 25 ---27.1 
Cor. 3. 6, 7, 16, 17. and 6. 19. Gal. 5. 22, 23. Eph. 
2. 18, 22. and 4. 30. and 5. 9. Phil. 2. 12, 13. 1 
Theſſ. 5. 23, 24. James 1. 5, 17. 

weſt. 17. How is it that the Spirit of God ſanttifies 
our Hearts, and aſſiſts us iu the Practice of Holineſs and 
Virtue ? - | 

Arſw. The Spirit of God ſanctities our Hearts, and 
aſſiſts us in the Practice of Holineſs and Virtue, by en- 
lightning our Minds, and fixing our Attention on the 
Motives of Religion, and thereby inclining us to the 
Love and Practice of ir. But in what particular Manner 
the Spirit of God works on our Minds, we cannot tell ; 
it is fo ſecret, and ſo perfectly conſiſtent with our reaſo- 
nable Natures, that we cannot diſtinguiſh ir from the 
natural workings of our own Minds; inſomuch, that 
we ſhould not have known that we had divine Aſſiſtance 
in our good and virtuous Actions, if we had not been 
informed of it in the Word of God, John 3.8. Eph. 
1. 16---19. and 3. 16—19. Col. 1. 9---II. 

Queſt. 18. 1s wot this Promiſe of Ajjiſtance from the 
Spirit of God, for the purpoſes of Holineſs and Virtue, a 
great Motive and Encouragement to it? 

Auſw. This Promiſe of divine Aſſiſtance is 2 very 
powerful Motive, and a great Encouragement to Virtue 
and Holineſs, to ſuch imperfect Creatures as we arc; for 
we 


we are hereby aſſured, Lo 2 to ſubdue 
our evil Habits, and conform our ſelves to the Laws of 

the Goſpel, ſhall not be in vain, but (hall be crowned 

with Succels, 1 John 4. 4. 

Queſt. 19. You ſaid the fourth part of the Creed related 
to the Church of Chriſt, and the Communion of Saints, tell 
me, whom do you underſtand by the Church of Chriſt ? 

Anſw. By the Church of Chrilt, ſo far as it is viſible 
to Men, I underſtand the whole Body of Chriſtians, 
diſperſed over the World, proteſſing Faith in Chriſt, in 
yielding Obedience to his Laws; though thoſe only,who 
are {incere in this Profeſſion and Obedience, are real 
Members of his Church. This is what I underſtand by 
the Holy Catholick Church, Matt. 28, 20. Luke 24. 
47. Acts 1. 8. Rom. 3. 29. 30 1 Cor. 1.2. Rom. 12. 
5. I Cor. 10. 7 Eph. 4. 4. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 

Queſt. 20. But what is it you believe concerning this 
Holy Catholick Church ? I'% 

Anſw, I do not believe that this Catholick Church 
(or any in it) is infallible, or has any power to add to 
or alter the Conditions of Salvation laid down in 
the Goſpel; or that I am obliged to believe what- 
ever the Church believes : But, when I profeſs to be- 
Jlieve the Holy Catholick Church, my Meaning is this: 
That 1 believe that as Chriſt has hitherto had a Church 
on Earth, a Company of Mea profeſſing his Religion, 
and yieldingObedience to his Laws, ſo he will always have 
ene ſome where or other, and that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not finally prevail againſt it, Gal. 1. 8 Matt. 16. 1 8. 
Queſt. 21. What do you underſtand by the Communion 
of Saints ? | 

Anſw. By the Communion of Saints, I underſtand 
that Union and Fellowſhip which there ought to de 
among all thoſe who proteſs to be Members of the 
Holy Catholick Church. 

Qaeft. 22. Wherein does this Union and Fellowſhip con- 
. | 
TY It conſiſts chiefly in Brotherly Love, mutual 
Forgiveneſs, and joint Worthip, (either ſtated or occa- 
ſional) fo far as it may be done with a good Conſcience. 
8 : D Queſt. 
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Queſt. 23. What do you mean when you profeſs to be. 
lie ve the Communion of Saints? 

Anſw. By this Article I mean, that all who profeſs 
to be Members of the Body of Chriſt, ſhould love one 
another with pure Hearts fervently ; ſhould have Com- 
paſſion one of another; relieve the Neceſſity of their 
indigent Brethren ; ſhould be of a forgiving Spirit one 
towards another, and ſhould be ready, as far as they 
can with a good Conſcience, to join in any Part of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, with any of their Chriſtian Brethren, 
as they have Opporgunity, even with all, in every Place, 
who make a credible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
call on the Lord out of a pure Heart, 1 Per. 1. 22. 
and 3. 8. Rom. 12. 13. Col. 3. TY Rom. 10. 13. com- 
pared with Chap. 14. 17, 18.and 15. 5, 6, 7. 2 Tim. 
2. 22. (See alſo the Scriptures under Queſt. 19.) Ads 
2. 42. Heb. 10. 25. 3 

ueſt. 24. Tou ſaid the fifth Part of the Creed re- 
lated to the Pardon of Sin, tell me, What do the Scrip- 
Tures teach concerning this? | 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that if we confeſs our 
Sins, and beartily forſake them, and lead new Lives for 
the future, we ſhall find Mercy; for God is faithful, and 
juſt to forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe us from all Un- 
righteouſneſs,and he will pracioully accept of our Repent- 
ance, and new Obedience, through Jeſus Chriſt, Prov. 
28. 13 Tſai. 55. 7. Luke 5. 32. and 24. 47. 1 Tim. 
I. 15. 1 John 1. 9. | 
Queſt. 25. Is not this alſo a great Encouragement and 
Motive to Repentance and new Obedience ? | 

Anſw. Toknow that God will accept of Repentance, 
and grant us Pardon on that Condition, is a very great 
Encouragement to a Sinner to reform his Life, and a 
moſt powerful Motive to the Practice of Virtue, and 
to ſuch imperfect Creatures as we are, who are encom- 
paſſed about with Infirmities, and daily liable to Sin, 
there cannot be a more encouraging Motive to a fu- 
ture Obedience, than to be aſſured that our Repentance 
will not be in vain; that our Sins, how great and many 
ſoever they have been, ſhall not hinder our Accept- 

ance 
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ance withGod, i 4 a 1 heartily forſaken them; 
and ſincerely endeavour to amend. 

Queſt. 26. Nhat does the laſt Part of the Creed treat of? 
Anſw. The laſt Part of the Creed treats of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, and and a future State. 
Queſt. 27. Woat are we taught in Scripture concern- 
ing the Reſurrection of the Body and a future Fudgment ? 
Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that there ſnall be a 
RelurreCtion of the Dead, both of the Juſt and Unjuſt ; 
and that we muſt all appear before the Judgement-ſear o 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the Things donein 
his Body, according to that he hath done, Whether it 
be good or bad, Act, 24. 15. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
Queſt. 28. What do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
4 future State? 

Anſu. The Scrjptures teach us, that J eſus Chriſt ha- 
ving aboliſhed Death, hath brought Life, and Immorta- 
lity ro Light by the Goſpel, and hath aſſured us, that 
there is a State, after this, wherein Men ſhall either be 
happy or miſerable, according as their prevailing 

emper and Behaviour have been here, whether righ- 
teous, or wicked, 2 Tim. 1. 10. Mat. 25. 46. 

Queſt. 29. Wherein conſiſts the Happineſs that is pre- 
pared for virtuous and good Men in the future State? 
Anſw. The Happineſs prepared for the virtuous and 
good in the future State, ſeems chiefly to; conſiſt in 
theſe Things: In being perfectly free from all Evil, 
whether natural or moral; in being perfectly virtuous 
and holy, and poſſeſſed of every Thing that tends to the 
Perfection of the humane Nature, and in the joyful Al- 
ſurance that this bleſſed State ſhall never have an End, 
Rev. 7. 16,17. and 14. 13. and 21. 4. 1 John 3.2.1 Cor. 
13. 8—- 13. 2 Cor. 5. 1. 1 Pet. 1. 4. 
Queſt. 30. Wherein conſiſts the Miſery into which the 
Wicked muſt paſs in the other World? 
Anſu. The Miſery of the Wicked in the other World 
1s deſcribed in Scripture, as a Worm that never dies, 
and a Fire that never ſhall be quenched; as a Lake 
that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which is the 
ſecond Death; as a Place of utter Darkneſs, where is 
| g | Weepiag 
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weeping and wailing, and goaſhing of Teeth ; as a State 
of Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, 
wherein they are puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and the Glory of his 
Power; Mark 9. 44, 46, 48. Rev. 20. 15. and 21. 
8. Matt. 22. 13. Rom. 2. 8, 9. 2 Tim, 1. | 

Quett. 31. Is not this certain Information of a future 
Stare of Rewards and Puniſhments another powerful Mo- 
tive to Virtue and Obedience? 

Anſw. This Doctrine is indeed, another powerful 
Motive to the Practice ot Virtue, if Men would ſeriouſly 
attend to it; for we are hereby aſſured that our Obe- 
dience to the divine Laws, ſhall not be unrewarded, our 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord; it is moreover, 
a great Encouragement and Support to good Men under 
the Troubles and Calamities of this Life, eſpecially ſuch 
as they meet with on account of religion; and it muſt 
needs be matter of Comfort and unſpeakable joy to a 
virtuous Mind, to know, that when he leaves this World. 
he ſhall enter into a ſtate where Holineſs and Virtue reign 
in Perfection; and, on the other Hand, the Terrors of 
the Lord ſet before us in the Scriptures, and threat- 
ned to all wicked Men, are an awful Motive to re- 
ſtrain from Sin and Vice, ſuch degenerate Mindsas are 
not to be wrought upon by more noble Motives, 1 
Cor. 15. 58. 2 Cor. 4. 17. 18. Matt.5.4. 2 Cor. 5. 8. 
Phil. 1. 23. 2 Cor. 5. 11. Heb. 10. 3 f. and 12. 29. 

Quelt. 32. But is not the Practice of Virtue attended 
with many Advantages, even in this Life? Aud is not this 
Conſideration a Motive likewiſe to a virtuous Life? 

Anſw. It is very true, a virtuous and holy Life wants 
not its Rewards, even in this World: Godlineſs is pro- 
fitable unto all Things, having Promiſe of the Life that 
now is, and of that which is to come ; length of Days 
is in her right-Hand, and in her left Hand Riches and 
Honour, her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace; (© that, upon all Accounts in keep- 
ing of God's Commandments, there is great Reward ; 
though till it is ro be remember'd, that the Advan- 
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fages of Religion here, are 0 Foretaſtes of what 
we are to receive hereatter, 1. Tim. 4. 8. Prov. 3. 164 
17. P/al. I9. 11. 


PART III. 


Of the Laws and Inflitutions of the Chriſtian 
RELIGION. 


Queſt. 1. | wy we any Abridgment of the Law 
of the Chriſtian Religion? 

Anſu. The moral Laws, which were given to the 
Fews, being the very Laws of Reaſon and Nature, are 
alſo Laws of the Chriftian Religion; and of theſe we 
have a Summary in Exod. 20. 1— 17. God ſpake 
ce all theſe Words, ſaying, I am the Lord thy God, which 
« have brought thee out of the Land ot Egypt, out of 
ce the Houle of Bondage. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
e before Me. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
te Image, or any Likeneſs of any Thing that is in Heaven 
te above, or that is in the Earth beneath, or that is in 
ce the Water under the Earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down 
ce thy ſelf to them, nor ſerve them; for I the Lord thy 
e God am a jealous. God, viſiting the Iniquity of the 
« Fathers upon the Children unto the third and fourth 
& Generation of them that hate me; and ſhewing Mer- 
te cy unto Thouſands of them that love me, and keep 
« my Commandments. Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
* of the Lord thy God in vain , for the Lord will not 
* hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain. Re- 
e member the Sabbath Day, to kcep it holy: Six Days 
« ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Work; but the ſe- 
ce ventbDay is theSabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou 
'* ſhalt not do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy 
te Daughter, thy Lan Serrang nor thy Maid-Servant, 
te nor thy Cattle nor the Stranger that is within thy 
“ Gates: For in Six Days the Lord made Heaven and 
Earth, che Sea, and all that in them is, and 4 7 hs 
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if ſeventh Day; ; dene, the Lord bleſſed the Saba 
« bath Day, and hallowed it. Honour thy Father and thy 
« Mother, that thy 1. may be long upon the Land, 
« which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou ſhalt 
« not kill. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. Thou 
ce ſhalt not ſteal. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a- 
«« gainſt thy Neighbour. Thou ſhalt not covet th 
r Neighbour's Houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighs 
e bour's Wite, nor his Man-Servant nor his Maid- 
« Servant, nor his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor any Thing that 
« is thy Neighbour's. | 
All theſe are Laws of Reaſon and Nature, if you ex- 
cept the Fourth, which is yet ſo in Part, the Foun- 
dation of it, namely that ſome Time ſhould be obſer- 
ved for the publick Worſhip of God, and the In- 
ſtruction of Mankind in Religion and Virtue, being 
a Law of Reaſon alſo; tho' the Proportion of Time, 
and the particular Day ſet apart for publick Worſhip 
is indeed of poſitive Inſticution. 
Our Lord Feſus Chriſt has alſo given us a very ſſiort and 
plain Abridgment of the Laws of his Religion, in Mart. 
22. 37 40. * Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
« with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with 
call thy Mind. This is the firſt and great Command- 
«© ment. And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou. ſhale 
« love thy Neighbour as thy ſelt. On theſe twojCome 
* mandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
And we have another from the Apoſtle Paul, in bis 
Epiſtle to Titus, Chap. 2. 11, 12. The Grace of God 
te that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all Men; 
te teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs, and worldly 
« Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 
in this preſent World. 
Queſt. 2. What do we chiefly learn from theſe Auridgs 
ments of the divine Laws ? | 
Anſw From theſe Abridgments of the divine Laws, 
we learn what ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour 
towards God, towards other Men, and tow ards our ſelves 


with Reference to our Paſſions and Appetites ; which 


Things have commonly been expreſs'd by our Duty > 
| : wards 
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Fards God, our Neighbous, and our ſelves: 
, Queſt. 3. What ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour; 
or, What is our Duty towards God? 

Anſw. Our Temper and Behaviour towards God 
ſhould be this: We ſhould efteem him as the beſt and 
moſt excellent of all Beings, love him above all Things; 
and have a prateful Senſe of his Benefits; we ſhould re- 
yerence and fear him, and do all to bis Honour and 
Glory; carefully abſtaining from Perjury, and vain 
Swearing, and every Thing that is contrary to that Ve- 
neration that is due to him; we ſhould pur our whole 
Truſt and Confidence in him, and refign our ſelves en- 
tirely to his wiſe and good Providence in all Events; 
we ſhould worſhip him, in the beft Manner we can, ac- 
knowledging and adoring his PerfeCtions, praying to 
bim tor the Supply of allour Wants, and expreſſing cur 
Thanktulneſs to bim for all his Mercies and Kindneſ- 
ſes towards us; guarding againſt all Sorts of Idolatry, 
and Superſtition, or any kind of Worſhip that is unwor- 
thy of God ; we ſhould believe and obey whatſoever he 
makes known to us, as his Will; we ſhould endeavour to 
imitate and reſemble him in bis moral Perfections, as far 
as the Condition of our Nature will admit; and we 
ſhould chuſe bim for our Portion and Happineis, count- 
ing his Favour as Lite, and his Approbation our greateſt 
Joy, Pſal. 145. 3, 7, 9. Mark. 12. 29, 30. P/al. 103. 
IT, 2. and 111. 10. Heb. 12. 28. 1 Cor. 10. 31. Mal. 
1. 6. Prov. 3. 6. James 4. 7. John 4. 24. Marth. 4. 
T0. Pſal. 145. 1, 2, Cc. Matth. 7. 7. Eph.5. 20.1: 
Tim. 5. 18. John 3. 33. Luke 8. 15. Matth. 5. 48. 
Eph. 5. 1. P/al. 73. 25, 26. and 30. 5. and 4. 6, 7. 
|. Queſt. 4. What ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour 

toward other Men, or what is our Dutyi towards our 
Neighbour ? : | | 
Anſw. The Temper or Behaviour we ſhould have 
towards other Mer,or,our Duty rowards our Neighbour 
is this, that we conſider them as Partakers of the human 
Nature, and created in the Image of God, as well as 
we, and efteem them accordingly ; that we entertain an 
| Univerſal Benevolence to Mankind, and be ſincerely diſ- 
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poſed to do all Offices of Kindneſs and Friendſhip to 
any of them, and to promote their Good and Happi- 
nels as far as we can; that we be of a publick Spirit, and 


truly concerned for the common Good; and always 


be ready to do to others, as we our ſelves ſhould think 
it reaſonable and juſt that others fnould do unto us in the 
like Caſe; and that we allow to all the free and peace 
able Enjoyment of alli their Rights and Properties what- 
foever ; that we endeavour to be faithful and uſeful in 
every Relation we may bear to others, and render un- 
to all that Honour and Reſpect, or Kindneſs and Con- 
deſcenſion, that may be due to them, according to their 
ſeveral Stations and Relations, whether as Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and Scrvants, 
Magiſtrates and Subjects, Mal. 2. 10. Fob. 31. 15. 
Rom. 12. 9, 10. 1 Pet. 2. 17. Marth. 22. 39. Phil. 
2. 4. Matth. 7. 12. Row. 13. 1—7. 

Queſt. 5. What are the Duties of Husbands and Wives 
towards each other? : 

Anxſu. The Duties of Husbands and Wives towards 
each other, are theſe ; To love one another fervently and 


affectionately; to cohabit or dwell together, and to be 


faithful each to the other, as to the Marriage-Bed; to 
bear with one another's Infirmities, and to ſtudy to pro- 
mote as far as they can, their mutual Comfort and Hap- 
pineſs. 
Queſt. 6. What is the peculiar Duty of the Hausband? 
Anſu. It is the peculiar Duty of the Husband, ts 
maintain, protect, and defend his Wife, and give Ho- 
nour to her as to the weaker Veſſel. 
. Queſt. 7. What is the peculiar Duty of the Wife ? 
Anſw. It is the peculiar Duty of the. Wife to reve- 
rence her Husband, and be ſubject to him in all Things, 
that are lawful and decent; and to order the Affairs of 
her Family with Prudence, Diſcretion and Frugality, 
Eph. 5. 22 --- 33. Col. 3. 18, 19. Tit. 2. 3, 4. 1 Per. 
3. 1.—7. | 
Queſt. 8. bat is the Duty of Parents towards their 
Children ? | 
Anſu. It is the Duty of Parents to take an e ate 
W «TIE 


Care of their Children, in their young and render Years, 
and when they come to the exerciſe of Ræaſon, to in- 
ſtruct them in Religion and Virtue, and to train them 
up in the Practice otir; to ſet them a good Exan pie in 
their own Lives; to correct them prudently and mode- 
rarely when there is ccaſion for it, but not to treat them 
with Harſhneſs and Rigour; to have them taught ſame 
bone Employment or Buſineſs, whereby they may ſup- 
poit themſelvce, and be uſeful in their Generation; to 
give them, when they ſet out in the World, ſuch a 
Proportion of their Wealth and Subſt nce, as their Cir- 
cumſtances will allow; and withai to beg the divine 
Bieſſing upon them. | 

Queſt. 9. What is the Duty of Children towards their 
Parents ? 

Anſw. It is the Duty of Children to behave towards 
their Parents with Love and Gratitude, with Reſpect 
and Reverence, with Obedience and Submiſſion ; they 
ſhould thanktully receive their good Inftrudions and 
Admonitions, and imitate their good Example; they 
ſhould bear wich, and modeſtly over-look their Fail- 
ings and Infirmitics, and kindly aſſiſt and comfort 
them, and take a tender Care of chem, in caſe of Sick- 
neſs, Poverty, or old Age, Eph. 6. 1 --- 4. Col. 3.20, 
21. Prov. 22. 6. and 13. 34. and 15. 5. and 29. 15» 
17. and 30. 17. Matth. 15. 4, 5. 6. 

Queſt. 10. What is the Duty of Maſters towards their 
Servants ? 

Anſw, The Duty of Maſters towards their Servants, 
is in genera], To give them that which is juſt and equal, 
as knowing that they alſo have a Maſter in Heaven 
and particulariy, that they require no Services of them 
that are unlawtul, and above their Strength and Capa- 
city; that they do not ex ct their Labours with Rigour 
and Severity, but treat them with Moderation and Hu- 
manity; that they allow them a Competency of whol:- 
ſme Food for the Nouriſhment of their Bodies, and 
reaſonable Time for Sleep and Reſt, for Devotion and 
I iſtruftion in Religion, and that they fairhtully reward 
them for their Scrvices, and honeſtly pay them rheir 
W ages. 4 Ew Queſt. 
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Queſt. 11. What is the Dat) of Servauts towards their 
Maſters ? 

Anſw. It is the Duty of Servants, to behave towards 
their Maſters wich ſairable Reverence and Honour, not 
murmuring againit thin, or giving them angry and 
difreſpe&ful Anſwers; they are to yield a cheerful and 
ready Obedience to their | tul and reaſonable Com- 
mands, being diligent and induſtrious in doing the 
Work or Buſmneſs that is appointed them, ard chat whe- 
ther their Mſters be preſent or not, remembring that 
the Eye of God is always upon them: they ſhould take 
a faithful Care of what is committed to their Truſt, not 
purloining, ſtealing. or embezling their Maſter's Goods 
theraſelves, nor ſuffering others to have an Opportunity 
of doing it, ſo tar as they can prevent it, nor conni- 
ving at them in any ſuch Practices; and that they con- 
tinue in their Service the Time they agreed for, and 
do not unfairly withdraw themſelves from their Maſter's 
Yoke, Eph.6. 5--9. Col. 3. 22. 4. 1. 1 Tim. 6. 1,2. 
Tit. 2, 9, 10. Mal. 3. 5. Jam. F. 4. t Pet. 2. 18, 19, 20. 

Queſt. 12 What is the Duty of all ſupreme Governors? 

Anſw, It is the Duty of all ſupreme Governors, to 
take ſpecial Care to enact no Laws but what are juſt and 
Tigh:eous, and conducive to the Good of the Commu- 
nity; nor to impoſe any Taxes, but whatare neceflary, 
uſetu!, and reaſonable; they ought to govern their Sub- 
jects according to the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Nation, without afluming or affecting an arbitrary 
Power; they are to protect their Subjects in all their 
Righ's ind Privileges, having a tender Concern for the 
Preſervation of their Liberties, and a ſincere Regard to 
their Welfare and Happineſs in the whole of their Ad- 
miniſtration. 

Queſt. 13. What js the Duty of ſubordinate Magiſ- 
trates, who are entruſted with the Executionof the Laws? 

Arſw. Sabordinate Mogiſtrates, who are entruſted 
wich the Execution of the Laws, ſhould be Men of 
Tru »nd Fidelity, fearing God, and hating Coverouſ- 
neſs; they thouid adminiſter Juitice equally, imp:rti- 

ally, aad without Reſpect ot Perſons; not juſtifying he 
| | | | | Wicked 


Wicked for a Reward, nor taking away the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Righteous from him; not regading the 
Rich, becauſe he is Rich, nor the Poor, becaule he is 
Poor; they ſhould diligently and faithfully put the Laws 
in Execution for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and 
the Praiſe and Protection ot thoſe who do well; con- 
ſulring in all Things the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Government under which they act, and the Good of 
the Subjects that are committed to their Care; re- 
membring that they themſelves muſt give an Account. 

Queſt. 14. bat is the Duty of Subjects towards their 
Governors and Magiſtrates ? 

Anſw. The Duty of Subjects rowards their Gover- 
nors and Magiſtrates, is this; they ſhould honour and 
reverence their Perſons, according to their Station and 
Rank; not ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, nor treating any 
of them with Infolence and Contempt; they ſhould 
cheerfully ſubmit to their Government and Authority, 
according to Law, and ſo far as is conſiſtent with a 
good Conſcience ; they ſhould readily and willingly pay 
the Taxes and Tributes that are required by the Laws; 
and they ſhould heartily recommend them in their Pray- 
ers, to the Conduct and Protection of the Almighty, 
and implore his Bleſſing on them and their Govern- 
ment, Exod. 18. 21. 2 Chron, 19. 5, 6, 7. Matth. 22. 
21. Rom. 13. 1--- 7. Tit. 3. 1. 1Pet. 2. 13---17. 2 
Pet. 2. 10. Jude 8. 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. 

Queſt. 15. What other Duties do we owe to our Fellou- 
Crea'ures ? 

Anſw. The other Duties that we owe to our Fellow- 
Creatures, of the ſame human Nature with our ſelves 
are theſe, that we abhor Murder and Bloodihed, and 
have a tender Regard for the Life and Health of others, 
that we never attempt to violate the Rights of the Mar- 
riage- ed, or the Chaſtity of any Perſon whatſoever; 
that we be honeſt and juſt in all our Dealings, and ready 
to make full Reſtitution, if we have wronged any ; that 


we be grateful to our Benefactors, kind to the Poor, 


and compaſſionate to all in Diſtreſs; that we pity the 
Ignorant, and ſuch as are out of the Way, and endea- 
your 


| 
[ 
: 
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Pa 


vour, by ſeaſonable Inſtruction, prudent Admonitions 
and a good Example, to bring them into the Paths of 
Truth and Rghtegulneſe; that we have a tender Reg rd 
for the haracter and Reputation of others, and abſtain 


trom ſlinceiing and teviling, or bearing falſe Witneſs 


8g:inft ur Neighbour ; that we loveend ſpeak the Truth, 
and abhor Lying and Diſſimulation; that we be true to 
any TruF committed to ''s, kzep our Words, taithtully 
pertorm our Covenants and Bargains, and be candid 


and ſincere in our whole Converſation ; that we be of 
a pe ceable Temper and Carriage towards all Men, and 


endeavour, as far as poſſible, to promote Peace and 
Friendſhip among other: ; that we ſtudy to be uſeful in 
the World, and do Good, according to cur Capacities = 
and Abilities, and be diligent and induſtrious in that 
State and Condition of Lite it may pleaſe God to carve 
out for us. Matth. 5. 21, 22, 27, 28. Luke 19 8. 
and 6. 32, 33, 34. Coloſſ. 3. 15. Rom 12. 13. Luke 
3. 11. Prov. 19. 17. Matt 5. 7. and 25. 35, 36. Prov. 
27.5, 6. 1 Theſſ. 5. 14. Matt. 5. 16. Tit. 3.2 Luk: 3. 
14. Pſal. 15. 2, 3. Eph. 4. 25. Gil. 5. 22. Phil. 4. 8. 
Rom. 12. 18. Mitt. 5. 9. 1 Tim. 4. 11, 12. _ 
Queſt. 16. What ſhould be the T'mper and Behaviour 


of every Mun with Reference to his Arpetites and Paſ- 


ſons, or what is the Duty of every Man towards him{eif ? 
Anſw. ihe Duty of every one of us towards our 
{eives, is, in general, this; Th t we ſhould confider 
our leives as ma ſe in the mage of od, hav ng re- 
ſona bie and immortal Souls, bur lodged in fra and mor- 
tal odies, and thut therefore we ſhould endeavour by 
; lawful and proper Veans, to preſerve our Lives, and 
to enjoy ſound Minds in found Bodies; but we ſhould 
eſpecially t ke care to provide for the Happineſs of our 
immortal Souls in the future St:te; that for theſe Ends 
we ſhould ſtudy to have our Minds furniſhed with uſe- 
ful Knowledge, eſpecially the Knowledge of the true 
Religion, and to cheriſh and improve a!l thoſe good 
A ections, and virtuous Diſpoſitions, which our wiſe 
and bountiful Cre tor has imp'anted in our Nature, and 
that we ſhould endeayour ſo to govern our bodily 4 p- 
petites 
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petites and Paſſions, that we may be always ready to 
perform ny other Part of our Duty, Gen. 1. 27. Eccleſ. 
12. 7. Job. 14. 14. Acts 27. 34. 1 Tim. 5. 23 Matt. 
16. 26. Luke 10. 42. John 6. 27. 2 Pet. 1. 5. Hoſ. 4. 
6. Phil. 4. 8. Gal. 5. 24. Col. 3.5. 

Qeſt. 17. What are the particular Duties we owe to 
our ſelves ? 

Anſw. The particular Duties we owe to our ſelves are 
thele, Tha we thould not at any Lime be overcharged 
with Surfeiting and Drunkennets, but be temperate and 
ſober in all Things; that we ſhould not be gui ty of any 
Kinds or Acte f Uncleapngſe, but be pure and chaſte, 
bota in our Diſpcfition and Ret avicur ; that we ſhould 
not be wie in our own Conceir, n think of our ſelves, 
in any Reipet,or on any Account, more bigiily than 
we ought to think, bur ſhould be cloathed with Humi- 
lity, and lowly in Mind; that we ſhould not allow our 
ſelves to be angry without a Cauſe, or in any Degree 
that puts us beyond the Uſe of Re.fon, or upon do- 
ing any hing that is contrary to it, but ſhould be 
meek, gentle, and long-ſuffering; that we ſhould not 
ſuffer the © un to go down upon our Vrath, or Anger to 
reſt in our Boſom, or Revenge to boil within us, but 
ſhould be always ready to forgive and be reconciled; 
that we ſhould have our Convertation without Cove- 
touſneſs, and an anxious Care for the World, being 
content with uch Things as we ba ve, ard patient 
under ny Adverfiries that may befal us, Lukez1. 34. 
Eph. 5. 18. Mat. 5. 8. Rom. 12. 3, 16. 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
Matt. <5. 22. Eph. 4. 26. Matt. 5. 5. Gal. 5. 22, 
23. James 3 17. Rom. 12. 14, 17, 19, 20, 21. Col. 
3. 12, 13 Matt. 6. 12, 14, 15. Heb. 13. 5. Phil. 4. 
6. Matt. 6. 25 ---34. Luke 21. 19. 2 Per. 1. 7. 

Qu ſt. 18. What is the Nature of that Obedience which 
the Goſpel requires to its Laws? 

Anſw. The Obedience which the Goſpel requir-s to 
its !,aws, muſt be fincere, univerſal, conſtant, and 
perſeve ring, performed with Chearfulneſs and 7 cal, 
and :c-ompanied with Courage and Prudence, Phil. 
1. 10. James 2. 10. 1 Cor. 15. 58. Gal. 5. 22. Tit. 2. 
4-2 Pet. 1. 6. 1 Cor. 16. 13. Matt. 10. 6. Qelt. 
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Queſt. 19. Harb not God . fearful Fuagment: 
againſt thoſe who diſobey the Laus of the Goſpel ? 

Anſw. Yes, he bath, in divers Flac:s ot the Holy 
Scripture; particularly, in 1 Cor. 6 9, 10. Know 
ce ye not that the Unripgnteous ſhail not inherit the 
« Kingdom of God? Be not deceiyed ; neither For- 
te nicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulteters, nor Effemi- 
« nate, nor Abuſers of them lives with Mankind, nor 
& Thieves, nor ovetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
e yilers, nor Extortioners, ſh:1l inherit the Kingdom 
* of God. Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Now the Works of 
« the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe ; Adultery, 
* Fornication, Uncle anneſs, Laiciviouſnels, Idolatry, 
« Wirchcrafr, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, 
« Strite, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Murders, Drun- 
„ kenneſs, Revellings, and fuch like; of the which I 
ce fore warn you, as I have à ſo told you in Time paſt, 
te that they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit 
ee the Kingdom of God. Rev. 21. 8. But the Fear- 
* fal and Unbelieving, and the Abominable, and Mur- 
« derers, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and [- 
e dolaters, and all Liars, ſhall have their Part in the Lake 
* which burneth with Fire and Brimftone, which is 
« the * Death.” See allo Eph. 5. 3 —6. Col. 
' nett. 20 How may thoſe who have been guilt y of any 

theſe Sins eſcape the Judgment of God, and be re- 

ored to the divine Favour ? 

Anſw. All thoſe who have tranſgreſſed any of the 
divine Laws, muſt in order to eſcape rhe Judgments of 
God, and obtain his Favour, heartily and inc: rely re- 
pent them of their Sins, earneſtly implore the Mercy 
of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and endezvour for the 
future, to walk in Newneſs of Lite, Matt. 9. 13. Acks 
2 19. 1 Cor. 6. 11. 1 John 1. 9. and 2. 1, 2. Rom. 


Gueſt 21. Wherein does true Repenitance conſiſt ? 
Anſw.'\ rae Repentance conſiſts in forſaking ourSins, 
and returning to the Obedience of God's Laws with our 


whole Hearts, daily reforming whatever we find os 
1 9 55 either 


either in our Temper or 3 and conſtantly 
endeavouring to overcome our Infirmities, and to grow 
in Goodneſs and Virtue, Iſa 1. 16, 17. and 55. 7. Prov. 
28. 13. Matth.3.8. 2 Cor. 7. 1. 2 Pet. 3. 18. 1 The. 
4. 1. 2 Per. 1. 5, 6, 7, 8. 

Queſt. 22. Should not Repentance be early and ſpredy ? 
And is there not great Danger in the Delay of it ? 

Anſw. There is ſuch a Deceitfult eſs in Sin, ſuch a 
Difficulty in reformirg vicious Habits, and our Abode 
here is ſo ſhort and uncertain, that there is nothing more 
dangerous than to delay Repentance; and therefore, eve- 
ry one ſhould {pecdily toriake his Sins, and return wich- 
out Delay to the Practice of Virtue and Righteouſneſs, 
Heb. 3. 13, 15. Fer. 13.23. Pſal. 119.59, 60. 

Queſt. 23. What {bould all, and eſpecially young People, 
learn from the Danger of delaying Repentance ? 

Anſw. Young People ſhouid learn from this Conſi- 
deration, to remember their Creator inthe Days of their 
Youth, and to conſecrate the Flower of their Age, and 
the Beginning of their Strength, to the Service of God, 
and the Practice of Piety and Virtue; they ſhould flze 
youthful Luſts, and all ſinful Pleaſures, as knowing that 
for all theſe Things God will bring them into Judgment; 
they ſhould carefully avoid the Snares they are expoſed 
to, eſpecially from Idleneſs and bad Company; and 
they thould diligently apply themſelves to ſome uſeful 
Buſineſs, joining withal the attentive reading of ihe Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and fervent Devotion towards God, Eccl. 
Il.9. & 12. I. 2 Tim. 2. 22. Prov. 1. 10. & 4. 14. 
15. & 13. 10. Palm 119. 9. 2 Tim. 3. 15. 

And from the ſame Con ſideration, all ſhould learn to 
ſeek the Lord while he may be found, to call upon him 
while he is near, to improve their Health and Time, 
and embrace the preſent Szaſons and Opportunities of 
Action; and ro live in a conftant Expectation of their 
approaching Diſſolution, and a due Preparation for it, 
not knowing how ſoon the Night may come upon them, 
when no Man can work, Ja. 55. 6. Eccl. 9. 10. John 
9. 4. 


Queſt. 
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Queſt. 24. But are *. not ſome Duties required of 
us towards Jelus Chriſt, as our Mediator? 

Anſw. Les, there are, and they are Chiefly theſe ; 
Tha: we believe in him, and r ceive him as our Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King; aenting to ll the Voctrines he hath 
taught us, endea vouring to imitate bis Example, lock- 
ing for the Pardon of Sin, and Acceptance with God, 
only through the Efficacy ot his Sacri ce and Interceſ- 
ſion; honouring and adoring him as our Lord and King, 
and being obedient to the Laws of hi: Kingdom; that 
we love him ſincerely, and have a thanktul tenſe of 
his Kindnels and Benefits to us; that we acknowledge 
him before Men, and make publick Profeſſion of his 
Religion; that we be ready, if called to it, o deny our 
ſelves, to rake up our Croſs and follow bim; and that 
ecipe-ting him to be our final Judge, we rejoice in him, 
in hope of that eternal Reward he will bellow on us in 
tha: Day, John 1. 12. nd 13, 15. 1 John 2.6 Fob. 
1. 6, 7 John 5. 22, 23. Matt. 11. 28, 29, 30. 1 Per. 
1. 8. Mark 8 34, 38. Rev. 1.6. and 5. 9» 10, 12, 13. 

Queft. 25. And are there not ſome Duties incumbent 
on us with Relation to the Holy Spirit? | 

Anſw. Cur Durv, with relation to the Holy Spirir, 
is to receive wich Fiith, Love and Reverence, thoie 
Holy Oracles that were given by his Infpira tion; to pray 
for his Aſſiſtance to ſubdue our Corrup:ions, and to at- 
tain to n Habit of Holineſs and Virtue ; not to reſiſt, 
quench, or griev< the Spirit, or, by any deliberate or 
habitual Sins, to provoke him to depart from us, but 
to give up our ſelves to his Guidance, and kcep our 
Souls and Bodies s mee: Temples and Ha bitations for 
him to dwell ir, and to abound in his Fruits, 2 Tim. 3. 
15. 16, 17. Luke 11. 13. Act, 7.51. Eph. 4. 30 1 
Tim. F. 19. 1 Cor. 6. 19. Eph. 2. 22. and 5. 9, 18. 
Gal. 5. 22, 23. , 
Queſt. 26. What Inſtructions has our Lord given us don- 
cernimg the Duty of Prayer? 

Anſw. He hath taught us to pray after this Manrer ; 
Our Father which art in Heaven, hall;wed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done in Earth as it is in 

. Heaven. 


1 , 
Heaven. Give us hi Dot 4 Bread. And forgive 
us our Debts as we forgive our Debtors. And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil: For thine, 
is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever. 
Amen. Matt. 6. 9--- 13. 

Queit. 27. What do we chiefly deſire of God in this 
Prayer? ä EAI 

Anſw. In this Prayer we chiefly ask of God, our 
heavenly Father, who is the Giver of all Good, that he 
would grant unto us, and to all Men, that we may 
woriſhp and obey him, as we ought to do; that to this 
End he would fend his Goipel through the World, that 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth may come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth; that he would be pleaſed to grant 
us thoſe Things that are needful for the ſupport of 
our Lives; that he would be merciful to us in the Par- 
don of our Sins, and give us Grace to obey bim for 
the Time to come; that he would keep us from the 
Power of Temptation, deliver us from every evil Way 
and Work, and preſerve us to his heavenly Kingdom. 
2 Tim.3. I. Ads 14. 17. Heb. 4. 16. Matt. 26. 41. 
2 Tim. 4. 18. | 

Queſt. 28. hat farther Directions bath he given us 
concerning the Performance of divine Worſhip ? 

Anſw. Ae hath directed us to perform divineWorſhip, 
and offer up all our Prayers, Praiſes and Thanksgivings 
unto God, our heavenly Father, in the Name of Zeſus 
Chrift, our bleſſed Mediator, and by the A liftance of 
the 7175 Spirit, John 16, 23, 24. Col. 3. 17. Eph. 
2. 18. 

Queſt. 29. Are we not required in Scripture, to have 
publick Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, and our Inſtruc- 
tion in Religion? | 

Anſw.1t appears from ſeveral Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ture, that it is our Duty to aſſemble out ſelves together 
in united Societies for publick W orihip and Inſtruction; 
and it is very agreeable to the Light of Na ure that we 

ſhould do ſo; and the firſt Day of the Week, com- 
| 2 called the Lord's-Day, has been, in all Ages of 
the Church; ſet apart for * End, Acts 9. 31. and 


13. 
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13. I. and 14. 23, 27. and 15. 35, 41. and 6. 5. ind 
20. 17, 28 1 Cor. 11. 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 33, 34. 
and 14. 5, 19, 23, 26— 35. and 16. 1, 19. Gal. 1. 
2- - 22. 1 Tim. 1. 1. Heb. 10. 19—25. Jam. 1. 21. 
and 2. 2, 3. Fobn 6. 9. Rev. 1. 4, 20. 

Queſt. 30. Do not the Scriptures make mention of an 
Order of Men to preſide in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and in- 

rutt them in Religion? 

Anſw. The S:riptures ſpeak frequently of an Order 
ofen, whoſe Buſineſs it is to inſtruct the People com- 
mitted to their Care in the Doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and to perſwade them to the Practice of Ho- 
lineſs and Virtue; to prefide in the ſeveral Parts of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, and in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, ac- 
cording to the Laws of Chriſt, and they are commonly 
called by the Names of Paſtors and Teachers, and Mini- 
{ters of the Goſpel : And this alſo is very agreeable to 
the Light of Nature, being uſeful for the decent and 
orderiy Performance of publick Worſhip, and to pre- 
ſerve the Knowledge and Senſe of Religion in the World. 
Acts 13. 1. and 14. 23. and 20. 17, 28. Eph. 4. 11. 
12. Phil. 1. 1. 1 Tim. 5.17, 19. 1 Thef. 5. 12, 13. 
1 Tim. 3. 1---7. 2 Tim. 2. 2, Titus 1. 5 --- 9. Heb. 13. 

» 17, 24. James F. 14. 1 Pet. 5. 1-—4. 
f Out. 1 But 2 not Fathers and Heads of Fami- 
lies perform Religious Worſhip, with the Members of their 
Families, and inſtruct them, as well as they are able, in 
Religion and Virtue ? And ſhould not every one practiſe De- 
votion in ſecret? 

Anſc. The Practice of Family Worſhip and Inſtruc- 
tion, as alſo of ſecret Devotion, being very conducive 
to preſerve in the Minds of Men a conſtant Senſe of 
Religion and Virtue, in. the midſt of their worldly Af- 
fairs, it is plaialy the Intereſt, as well as the Duty ofevery 
one, Carefully to obſerve it; and they ſhould perform 
ſuch Duties wich Seriouſneſs, Reverence and Attention. 

Quett. 32 Harth Chriſt appointed any Rite of Admiſ- 


ſion znto His Church ? 


Arſw. Yes, he hath appointed Baptiſm ; that is, be- 
ing wa'bed with Water in (or into) the Name of the 
| Father, 


(43 ) 
Father, the Son, and the By Ghoſt, in token of be- 
coming the Diſciples of Chriſt, Members of his Church, 
and obliged to obey his Laws, Matt 28. 18, 19, 20. 

Queſt. 33. Hath Chriſt appointed any Memorial of his 
own Sufferings and Death ? 

Anſw. He hath commanded us to take Bread and 
Wine, and, having given Thanks, to eat of the Bread, 
and drink of the Wine, with Reverence and Devo- 
tion, in Thankful Remembrance that he died for us, 
and in Token of our Fellowſhip with him as our Head 
and King, and with all our Chriſtian Brethren. as Mem- 
bers of the fame ody, and Subjects of the tame King- 
dom: Mart. 26. 26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. 11. 23=-29. and 
10. 16, 17. 

_— 34. What is required of thoſe who come to the Lords 
Supper 

Anſw. It is required of thoſe who would come to the 
Lord's-Supper, or perform any other Part of divine 
Worſhip in an acceptable Manner, to examine them- 
ſelves, whether they repent them truly of their former 
Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing, and ſinc rely endeavouring, 
to lead a ncw Life; whether they have a thankful Re- 
membrance of the Death of Chriſt, and a juſt Senſe of 
the Advantages we enjoy by the Goſpel z and whether 
they have a ſincere Love to their Chriſtian Erethren, 
and to all Men, 1 Cor. 5. 7, 8. and 11. 28. | 

Queſt. 35. What is the chief Deſign of the Goſpel In- 
ftitutions ? | 

Anſw. The chief Deſign of the Inſtitutions of the 
Goſpel is, to preſerve always, in the Minds of Men, 
lively and ſerious Impreſſions of the Being and Provi- 
dence of God, the Certainty of a future State, the Ob- 
ligationsjof Religion, and the great Advantages of an 
holy and virtuous Life; that, by all theſe Means, they 
may be render'd uſeful and ſerviceable one to another, 
While they are here, and may be prepared and quali- 


fied for eternal Happineſs hereafter, Eph, 4. 11, 12, 


13> 14, 15, 16. . 
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PART I. 
Of the Reaſons of the Chriſtian RE LIGTIO N. 


HAT is true Religion ? 
Anſw. True Religion conſiſts in tge 
Performance of the Duties we owe to God, to bur 
"Neighbour, and to our ſelves, proceeding from the 
Love of God. and of Mankind. Tit. 2. 11, 12. Matt. 
22. 37. 40. 
Queſt. 2. What is the firſt Principle of all Religion? 
Anſw. The firſt and leading Principle of all Religion 
is, to believe that God is, and that he is a Rewarder 
of them who diligently ſeek him. Heb. 11. 6. 
Queſt. 3. How does it appear that there is a God? 
Anſw, By the Things that are made, it evidently ap- 
pears, that there is an eternal Power and Godhead, a 
Firſt Cauſe, who is moſt powerſul, wiſe, and good. 
Rom. 1. 20. | : 
- Queſt. 4. Hath God made any Revelation of bit Will 
to Mankind ? © | | 
Anſw. Beſides the Light of Nature, which he hath 
afforded unto all Men, he hath at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners, ſpoken in times paſt, untothe F * 
: 7 


Queſt. 1. 


6 1. 
by the Prophets, and in thefe laſt Days, he hath po: 
ken unto us by his Son. Heb, 1. 1, 2. / 

Queſt. 5. How does it appear that Moſes and the Pro- 
phers, Jeſus Chriſt and bis Apoſtles were ſent by God to 
declare bis Wall ? 

Anſu. It appears they were ſent by God to declare 
his Will, by three Arguments, which taken together 
do abundantly prove their divine Miſſion. 

Queſt. 6. What is the firſt Argument? 


Anſw. The 1 Argument is caken from the Excel- 
lency of the Doctrines they taught, which were wor- 


thy of God, and fitted to promote the Happineſs of 
| Mankind. 

Queſt. 7. What is the ſecond Argument? 

Anſw. The tecond Argument is taken trom the Mi- 
racles they worked, which were great and {urprifing, 
ſuch as no Man could have done, unleſs God had been 
with him. John 3. 1, 2. 

Queſt. 8. What is the third Argument to prove their 
divine Miſſion ? | | | 

Anſu. The third Argument is taken from the Spi- 
rit of Propheſie, whereby they foretold many future E- 
vents, ſuch as none could have foreſeen, without a divine 
Revelation, and which accordingly came to paſs. Rev. 
19. 10. 
belt. 9. But how'does it appear that they taught ſuch 
Doctrines, and worked ſuch Miracles, and foretold ſuch 
future Events? Wh 

Anſw, This appears from ſeveral Arguments, the 
firſt whereof is this, That they ſpake and acted in the 


moſt open and publick Manner, for theſe Things were 


not done in a Corner. Act, 26. 26. 

Queſt. 10. What further Evidence have you of the 
Truth of theſe Facts? | 

Anſw. Ihe Truth of theſe F.&s is farther evident 
from this Conſideration, that they arereſtify'd by thoſe 
who were Eye and Ear Witneſſes of what they relate, 
and who laid down their Lives in Confirmation ot 
their Teſtimony. 1 Fehr 1. 1, 2, 3. 2 Pet. 1. 16. 
Acts 7. 59. and 12. 2. > 


Queſt 
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Queſt. 11. Have you any Thing more to ſay in proof 

this Point? 

Anſw. Yes. There is this farther to be faid, that 
thoſe who have related all theſe Facts, were themſelves 
endowed with the extraordinary and miraculous Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Acts 2. 1, 2, 3, Cc. 

Queſt. 12. But where is the Account of all theſe 
Things to be found, and how do we come to the Knowledge 
of them ? 

Anſw. The Account of theſe Things is handed down 
to us in the Books of the Old and New Teſtaments, 
which were written by ſome of theſe Witnefles, and 
by ſuch others as had the extraordinary Gitts of the 
Spirit of God. Heb. 2. 3, 4. 2 Pet. 1. 21. 
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Of the Articles of the Chriſtian FAI T H. 
Queſt. I. HAT do the Scriptures teach us to be- 


lieve concerning God? 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, I hat there is but one 
God and Father of all, a Being of moſt perfect Wit- 
dom, Goodneſs and ower, the Creator, Preſerver, 
and Governor of all Things, who is above all, and - 
through all, and in us all, 1 Cor. 8. 6. Eph. 4. 6. 

Queſt. 2. What do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Creation of Mankind? 7 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that God created 
Man in his own Image, having the Work of the Law 
written in his Heart, and being endowed with Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, with kind and benevolent Affecti- 
ons, and with Dominion over the inferiour Creatures. 
Gen. 1. 26, 27. Rom, 2. 15. Eph. 4. 24. Col. 3. 10. 

Queſt. 3. What do the Scriptures teach us to believe 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt ? 

Anſw. The Scriptures reach us to believe, that Jeſus 
Chriſt. is the only begotten Son of God, the Brightneſs 

| of 


A 
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of che Father's Glory, aa * expreſs Image of his 
Perſon; that he became Man, and is the Redeemer of 
the World, the only Mediator between God and Man, 
the Prophet, Prieſt and King of the Church, who dy'd 
and roſe again, and aſcended into the Heavens, and is 


ordained by God to be the Lord of all, the Judge of 


Quick and Dead. Matt. 16. 16. Heb. 1. 2. Tit, 2. 
14. 1 Cor. 15. 3, 4. and 8. 6. Acts 10. 42. and 17. 
13. 
Queſt, 4. What do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Holy Ghoſt ? 

Anſw. Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, the Scriptures 
te ach us, that he is the Spirit of the Father and of the Son; 
who ſpake by the Prophets, who led the Apoſtles in- 
to all Truth, and who is the Sanctifier and Guide of 
all good Chriſtians. Jobn 15. 26. and 16. 13. 2 Per. 
1. 21. B. 2. 22. 

Q-elſt. 5. Phat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Pardon of Sin? 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that if we ſincerely 
repent of our Sins, ſo as to forſake them, and reform 
our Lives according to the Laws of the Goſpel, we ſhall 
obtain the Pardon of them, how great or many ſoever 
they have been, and be graciouſly accepted of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. Luke 24. 47. 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
x John 1. 9. Prov. 28. 13. 

Queſt. 6. Nhat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
a ſuture State? | 

Anſw. The Script res teach. us, that there is another 
Lite after this, whcrein all Men, having been raiſed 
from the Dead, and judged according to their Works, 
chall be either happy or miſerable, according as their 
prevailing Temper and Behaviour has been in this World, 
whether good or bad. John 5. 28, 29. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 


PART III. 
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PART II. 
Of the Laws and Inflitutions of the GOSPEL: 


Queſt. 1. H. E ue any Abridgment of the Laus 
of the Goſpel? 


Anſw. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has given us a very ſhort . 


and plain Abridgment of the Laws of his NEE in 
Matt. 22. 37 40. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Mind : This is the firſt and great Commandment. And 
the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. On theſe two Commandments hang all the Law 
and the Prophets. And we have another from the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to Titus, Chap. 2. 11, 12. 
The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared 
to all Men; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs aud worldly 


Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly. and godly in this 


preſent world. See allo to the ſame purpole, Matt. 19. 16, 
19. Rom. 13 8, 9, 10. 

Queſt. 2. What do we learn from theſe Abridgments of 
the Chriſtian Laus? 

Anſw. Ve learn from them our Duty to God, our 
Neighbour, and our ſelves. 

Queſt. 3. What is our Duty towards God? 

Anſw. Our Duty towards God is, to love, fear, re- 
verence and honour him above all Things; to depend 
upon him, and truſt n him at all Times, and to ſubmit to 
his Will in all Events. Mark 12. 29, 30. Heb. 12. 
28. Mal. 1. 6. Pſal. 62. 8. Luke 22. 42. 

Queſt. 4. What other Duties do we owe to God? 


Anſw. The other Duties we owe to God are chiefly +2 


theſe, to worſhip him in ſincerity and Truth, in every 
thing by Prayer and Supplication, wich Thankipiving, 
oftering up our Requzits unto him; to endeavour to 
imitate him, as far as the Fraiity of our Nature will _ 
an 


| 3 

and ſince rely to obey his Laws; and to ſtudy in all theſe 
Ways to obtain his Favour and Approbation, which is 
better than Life. Jobs 4. 24. Philip. 4. 6. Eph. 5. 1. 
_ 21. Pſal. 73. 25, 26. John 4. 24. Eph. 5. 
T. P/ 73. 25, 26. 

Queſt. 5. What is our Duty towards our Neighbonr ? 

Anſw. Gur Duty towards our Neighbour is, to love 
him as our ſelves, and to do to others as we would be 
dealt by in the like Caſe ; to behave with due Submiſ- 
ſion and Reverence towards our  Superiors, with a 
prudent Condeſcention towards our Inferiors, and to be 
mild, courteous, and obliging towards all. Mark 12. 31. 
Matt. 7. 12. Rom. 13. 7. and 12. 16. 1 Pet. 3. 8. 

Queſt. 6. What other Duties do we owe to our Neighbour? 

Anſw. The other Duties we owe to our Neighbour 
are chiefly theſe, that we carefully abſtain from Mur- 


der. Adultery, Fornication, Theft, Robbery, Oppreſſion, 


and all Manner of Fraud and Jnjuſtice ; and from lying, 
Aandering, and back-biting ; that we hurt no body by 


Word or Deed; and, as far as we can, to be kin 


— 


friendly, and uſetul to all, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. and 13. 4. 
7. Heb. 13. 4. | 
Queſt. 7. Whatis the Duty of every one towards him- 
ef 2 

Anſu. The Duty of every one towards himſelf, is, in 
general, to endeavour ſo to govern his bodily Apetites 
and Paſſions, that he may enjoy a ſound Mind in a ſound 
Body, and be at all Times in à fit Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition to perform any other part of his Duty. Prov. 
AF. 28. 1 Cor. 6. 12, IJ, 19, 20. and 9. 25. 26, 27. 
2 Cor. 7. 1. 

Queſt. 8. What are the particular Duties we owe every 
one of us towards our ſelves d | 

Anſw. The particular Duties we owe every one of us 
towards our ſelves are chiefly theſe, that we be tem- 
perate and ſober, pure and chaſte, humble andlowly, 
meek and forgiving, and patient under adverſity ; to bave 
our Converſation without Covetouineſe, and to learn 
in whatever State we are therewith to be content. Gal 
5. 16, 26. Matth. 5. 3. be 8. and 6. 12, Rom. 12. 3. 

| 1 Per. 


 ftruffion in Religion ? | 
Auſu. Ir appears from ſeveral Paſſages of Holy 
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1 Pet. 5. 5. James 5: 7. 11. Heb:-13.5. Philip. 4. 113 
12. | 26A wht 7 N 
0 N, g. What are the Qualifications of Chriſtian O+ 
Anſw. Oar Obedience to the Laws of the Goſpel 
ſhouid be fincereand univerſal, con ſtant and perſevering, 
performed with Cheerfulneſs and Zeal, with Prudence 
and Courage. Philip. 1. 10. 2 Cor. 1. 12. James 2. 10; 
II. I Cor. 15.58. Rom. 12. 11. Tit. 2. 14. 2 Pet. 1. 
6. 1 Cor. 16. 13. Matth. 10. 6. Eph. 5. 15. | 
Queft. 10. What owght we to do when we have tranſ- 
greſſed any of the divine Laws, in order to obtain Pardon? 
Anſw. We thould repent us truly of our Sins, con- 
feſſing them before God, and earneſtly imploring his 
Mercy thro? Jeſus Chriſt; we ſhould fincerely reſolve, 
and heartily endeavour; that wherein we have done Ini- 
quity, we will do fo no more, but will for the future 
reform what has been done amiſs, and walk in New- 
neſs of Lite. Acts 3. 19. 1 Fohn 1. 9. and 2. 1, 2. 
Fob. 34. 31, 32. Rom. 6. 4. | | 
Quaett. 11. What Lara bios hath our Lord given us 
concerning the Duty of Prayer ? 3 
Anſw. He hath taught us to offer up our Prayers and 


all our Devotions unto God in his Name, and to pray 


after this manner, Our Father which art in Heaven; 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 


this Day our daily Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, 


as we forgive them that * againſt us. And lead 
us not into Temptation; But deliver us from Evil. 
Ames. | 

Queſt. 12. Are we not 9 in Scripture to have 
publick Aſſemblies for the 


Scripture, that it is our Duty to aſſemble our ſelves ro- 
gether in united Societies for publick Worthip and In- 


ſtruction, and the firſt Day of the Week, commonly 


called the Lord's-Day, hath in all Ages of the Church 
been let apart tor that End. And Paſtors and Teachers 


bave 


orſhip of God, and our In- 
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have been appointed to preſide ul ſuch Alemblies  Aﬀs 
6. 5. and 9. 31. and 13. 1. and 14. 23, 27. and 15. 
35. 41. and 20. 17, 28. 1 Cor. 11. 16,17, 18, 20, 22, 
33» 34- and 14. 5, 19, 23, 26, 35. and 16. 1, 19. Gal. 
1. 2» 22. 1 Tim. 1. 1. Heb. 10. 19, 25. 3 Fobn 6. 9. 
Rev. 1. 4, 20. Eph. 4. 11, 12. 1 Tim. 3. 1, 2. Ge. 
and 5. 17. 2 Tim. 2.2. Ti. 1. 5, 9. 1 Pet. 5. 3. 4. 

Queſt. 13. Hath Feſus Chriſt appointed any Rite of 
Aamiſſion into his Church ? 

Anſw. He hath appointed Baptiſm, that is, a Waſh- 
ing with Water into the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, in Token of becoming Diſciples 
of Chrift, Members of his Church, and being obliged 
to obey his Laws. Matth. 28. 19, 20. Rom. 6. 3, 4. 

Que. 14. Hath Feſus Chriſt appointed any Memorial 
of his Sufferings and Death ? 

Anſw. He hath commanded us to take Bread and 


Wine, and having given Thanks, to eat of the Bread, 


* 


and drink of the Wine, with Reverence and De voti- 
on, in thankful Remembrance that he died for us, and 
in Teſtimony of our Union and Fellowſhip with him, 
and with all our Chriſtian Brethren. 1 Cor. 11. 23, 29. 
and 10. 16, 17. 
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